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Tweeting for
treatment
KAITLYN SEVERIN
CORD NEWS

Over the past few weeks, #Daniellestrong has been popping up on the
Twitter feeds of those in the Waterloo community and perhaps even
beyond.
The campaign has Wilfrid Laurier University students in particular reaching out with the hashtag to
bring awareness to Danielle Hill, a
Conestoga College graduate who
has just been diagnosed with Hodgkin’s Lymphoma.
Hill and her boyfriend, Graeme
Holdsworth, a fifth-year arts student at Laurier, started the campaign, which they called ‘Danielle
Strong,’ to help promote Hill and her
fight against cancer.
Hill was diagnosed with Hodgkin’s Lymphoma on Sept. 19 of this
year. The cancer is not typical, as it’s
located in her lungs rather than the
lymph nodes. Beforehand, the doctors told Hill her itchy skin and chest
pains were due to ammonia, but after more tests were done she was diagnosed with the disease.
So far, Hill has only had one treatment and will have her second one

on Oct. 24. The treatment will continue for another six months.
Hill claims the campaign started as a way to express herself and
the fight she would be facing in the
next six months. ‘Danielle Strong’
was first displayed on t-shirts but
evolved on Twitter through the help
of her followers and peers.
“It’s amazing to see how many
people are affected by cancer and
how many people the ‘Danielle
Strong’ campaign has gotten to,” Hill
said.
Kelsey Quigley, a second-year
archaeology student, believes the
campaign will definitely get more
attention through the use of social
media.
“Twitter is probably one of the
best ways to get awareness considering how popular the site is. There’s
so many possibilities they can do
with it if they try to use awareness
to raise money for Danielle.”
Along with the promotion of the
campaign, Holdsworth has been
reaching out to community charities and sports teams to get them to
support Hill and her journey. So far,
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Danielle Hill and WLU student Graeme Holdsworth have been spreading awareness about Hill’s illness.

Laurier baseball wins first ever OUA title
SHELBY BLACKLEY
SPORTS EDITOR

GUELPH, Ont. – Former MLB draft
pick Mitch Clarke walked up to the
pitcher’s mound at the beginning of
the ninth inning and stretched his
arm.
The Wilfrid Laurier men’s baseball team was up 5-3 going into the
final inning Sunday evening and just
needed to hold the Brock Badgers to
a run or less to claim their first-ever
Ontario University Athletics (OUA)
championship.
Clarke was on the mound after
striking out two batters. It came

down to the third batter. With a
two-ball-two-strike count, Clarke
threw the pitch, and Brock catcher Will Nicholson swung through,
missing the ball.
Laurier won the OUA
championship.
The team rushed on the field to
meet Clarke for a celebration that
meant more than just a win. It was
men’s baseball’s first-ever banner, and redemption for a team that
just a year ago was suspended four
games for a hazing incident and
missed the playoffs by one win.
Talk about a comeback.
“If we could have scripted it, that’s

how we would have scripted it,”
smiled head coach Scott Ballantyne,
sporting a soaked shirt after his
team poured a jug of water on him
in celebration.
The Hawks went 2-0 before
meeting Brock in the final, defeating
the Badgers in their first meeting of
the tournament 5-3 on Friday, and
then defeating the Guelph Gryphons
earlier on Sunday 3-2 to advance to
the final.
Before that, Laurier went 14-8
through the season, only losing two
games in their last eight before the
championship tournament.
“It’s great. It’s been a long time

coming for us,” Ballantyne said,
.“I’ve been around this program
for 15 years. This has been a really
great team [and] this was a really
great season. And this weekend we
showed we were the best team.”
Everything worked right for the
Hawks. Starting fourth-year pitcher
Ian Filion and relievers Andrew Ziedens and Clark combined for just
four hits allowed and striking out six
batters in the final.
With the OUA banner draped
around him, Filion spoke highly of
his team’s overall performance.
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Vocal Cord
How much clothing
from your closet do
you actually wear?

“Laurier’s website is in
the dark ages.”

E-mail editor@thecord.
ca for more details
“I’d say only about 70
per cent.”
–Zain Khalili
fourth-year, BBA

- David McMurray, vice-president of
student affairs at Laurier; re: reaching
out to students about services

$600.00 apiece.

Intoxicated Person:
Location: Fred Nichols Campus
Centre
Reported: Sunday, October 20, 2013
@ 1:48 am
SCS officers encountered a male
outside of Wilf’s Pub covered in vomit.
He had been drinking excessively
and was identified as an 18 year old
male student. He was taken home by
several of his sober friends.

Unwanted Person:
Location: Residence
Reported: Friday, October 18, 2013 @
11:49 pm
SCS Officers dealt with an unwanted
male in a Residence room. He was
the ex-boyfriend of a female WLU
student who lived in that Residence.
They had become involved in a verbal
altercation and he had refused to leave
at her request. He was issued a verbal
trespass notice not to attend WLU
property and escorted off the property
by the officers.

Theft Under $5000:
Location: Library
Reported: Monday, October 7, 2013 @
12:39 pm
SCS is investigating the disappearance of two chairs from the grad study
area on the 3rd floor. They were last
seen in this area by custodial staff
on Wednesday, October 2nd. Video
footage will be reviewed for any suspect activity. The chairs are covered
in black material and are valued at

Intoxicated Person
Location: 232 King St. N.
Reported: Sunday, October 20, 2013
@ 2:12 am
An intoxicated 19 year old female
non-student, local resident was
brought to the SCS offices by several
other students as she had attempted to
enter the residence at 200 King St. N.
SCS officers made contact with her
father who attended and she was left
in his care.

Follow Special Constables on Twitter
@WLUSCS

This Week in quotes

“No f-words. Beep beep
beep.”
“About 40 per cent, I
try to donate every six
months.”
– Rachel Salter
first-year, sociology
— Laurier baseball player Brett Van
Pelt censoring himself during an interview after their OUA win

“Let’s go to Phils!”
– A random Laurier baseball player after winning the OUA championship
“The funniest part is that my mom left at the fourth inning!”
- Another Laurier baseball player after winning the OUA championship

“I don’t keep a lot of
clothes for long, maybe
ten shirts and a few pairs
of jeans.”
– Ryan Fernandes
fourth-year, BBA

“Maybe around 60-70
per cent of my stuff. I
try to mix it up and not
leave things.”
– Peter Petrucci
third-year, global studies

“About 40 per cent, I
don’t have a car so it’s
difficult to donate.”
–Samantha McCann
fourth-year, psychology
Compiled by Ryan Hueglin
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Preamble to The Cord
constitution

Started in 1926 as the College Cord, The Cord is an editorially independent newspaper published by Wilfrid Laurier University Student
Publications, Waterloo, a corporation without share capital. WLUSP
is governed by its board of directors.
Opinions expressed within The Cord are those of the author and
do not necessarily refl ect those of the editorial board, The Cord,
WLUSP, WLU or CanWeb Printing Inc. All content appearing in The
Cord bears the copyright expressly of their creator(s) and may not be
used without written consent.
The Cord is created using Macintosh computers running Mac OS
X 10.5 using Adobe Creative Suite 4. Canon cameras are used for
principal photography.
The Cord has been a proud member of the Ontario Press Council
since 2006. Any unsatisfi ed complaints can be sent to the council at
info@ontpress.com.

The staff of The Cord shall uphold all commonly held ethical
conventions of journalism. When an error of omission or of commission has occurred, that error shall be acknowledged promptly.
When statements are made that are critical of an individual, or an
organization, we shall give those affected the opportunity to reply
at the earliest time possible. Ethical journalism requires impartiality, and consequently conflicts of interest and the appearance of
conflicts of interest will be avoided by all staff.
The only limits of any newspaper are those of the world around it,
and so The Cord will attempt to cover its world with a special focus
on Wilfrid Laurier University, and the community of KitchenerWaterloo, and with a special ear to the concerns of the students of
Wilfrid Laurier University. Ultimately, The Cord will be bound by
neither philosophy nor geography in its mandate.
The Cord has an obligation to foster freedom of the press and
freedom of speech. This obligation is best fulfi lled when debate and
dissent are encouraged, both in the internal workings of the paper,
and through The Cord’s contact with the student body.
The Cord will always attempt to do what is right, with fear of neither
repercussions, nor retaliation. The purpose of the student press is to
act as an agent of social awareness, and so shall conduct the affairs
of our newspaper.

The Cord’s circulation for a normal Wednesday issue is 8,000 copies
and enjoys a readership of over 10,000. Cord subscription rates are
$20.00 per term for addresses within Canada.

The Cord has been a proud member of the
Canadian University Press (CUP)since 2004.

Quote of the week:
“It opened up a whole new dimension.”
–Local and National Editor, Ashley Denuzzo, on this one delicious pickle
she had when she was younger.
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Completing the wellness circle
WLU makes plans to integrate Counselling and Health Services offices by Sept. 2014
lindsay purchase
senior news editor

Counselling Services and Health
Services should have a new front to
present to the student body in the
next year.
As part of implementing recommendations made through an external review of student wellness at
Wilfrid Laurier University, including
mental wellness, plans are now underway to move the offices into one
shared space.
“We put a hallway down the middle separating them, which was, in
hindsight, a mistake, because it really separated them in terms of their
operations,” said David McMurray,
vice president of student affairs at
Laurier.
“I call it the scary hallway,” he
added, suggesting that the divided
approach may not be welcoming or
comfortable for students.
A unified approach, he acknowledged, would also reduce the
amount of times student have to
“tell their story,” something that may
be intimidating or frustrating for
people trying to access services.
The Wellness Centre model already exists at Laurier Brantford.

Students have apparently responded
well to the services.
Discussions are currently taking
place on how to make changes to the
existing space where the services
operate.
Renovations, at an estimated cost
of $220,000, should be completed by
this time next year after funding has
been secured.
But Counselling and Health Services are only a small fraction of the
services that address mental wellness on campus.
A summit that took place this fall
brought out numerous campus clubs
to discuss mental health and stigmas surrounding it.
In addition, there are many formalized service providers for student mental wellness, such as Peer
Help Line and the Mental Health
Education Group, among others.
But with the wide array of services available to address mental
health needs, the question arises, is
it clear for students where and how
to access the type of help they need?
“I think there’s confusion,” said
McMurray, though he doesn’t believe the amount of service providers is the problem.
According to mental health/

student support team leader Adrienne Luft, different campus services
are trying to work together more to
have a more effective impact.
“It’s not just having the services,
it’s how we communicate about the
services, too,” she said.
Given the wide range of resources
available, comprehensiveness was
not considered an issue in the Student Wellness at Laurier University
review.
“I do believe we need the complexity of services. I know sometimes that can be confusing, but
when I’m sitting with a student,
students have different needs,” Luft
continued, acknowledging that the
campus is undergoing a time of
change in regard to mental health
and wellness.
“We’re working at this time to really streamline that, so it’s easier for
students to sort of navigate the supports when they are experiencing
distress.”
According to Laura Curk, vice
president: programming and service for the Wilfrid Laurier University Students’ Union, providers
are improving their ability to work
together.
“They’re creating sort of a

wellness circle where they’re sort
of working together a bit more
than we’ve seen in the past,” she
said.
“Rather than being sort of
siloed entities, you’re starting to see
more, not overlap, but … ‘how can
we work together to better support
students?’”
Ashley Coleman, president of
the Graduate Students’ Association
(GSA), believes that each service offers something unique and that the
different providers work together
well.
“Of course there might be confusion, but I think that that would
stem from a student not having a full
picture of what is offered here. But I
think we’re getting better at providing that information,” she said.
The GSA recently introduced the
Wellness Hub, a Facebook page that
communicates mental health information and initiatives to students.
Along with the suggestion to create a Wellness Centre, reviewers,
who visited the Waterloo campus in
May, presented 16 other recommendations about student wellness.
Task forces have been set up to
address each area, with changes intended to be implemented by September 2014.

people have been tweeting ‘#Daniellestrong” and have been sending pictures of their shirts to Holdsworth and Hill.
Holdsworth believes the campaign will help not only Hill, but
others who are going through their
own illnesses.
“I think it’ll allow other people
who are struggling through things,
who don’t know how to deal with it,
step forward and reach out to their
peers and communities, he said
According to Holdsworth, the
Indianapolis Colts football team
inspired the ‘Danielle Strong’
campaign.
The coach, Charles “Chuck” Pagano, was diagnosed with Leukemia
and had to take a leave of absence
in 2012. The Colt football players
shaved their heads as part of their
campaign, ‘CHUCKSTRONG’, to
raise awareness for Pagano.
Laurier’s own football team and
their coach, Michael Faulds, have
reached out to Hill and Holdsworth.
They are currently planning to put
in their team in the Laurier University Charity Kouncil (LUCK) flagfootball tournament to raise awareness for Hope Springs, a local cancer
support centre.
Along with the football tournament, Hill and Holdsworth are
planning to have a booth in the Concourse to sell merchandise and raise
awareness about the campaign.
They will be selling ‘Danielle
Strong’ t-shirts, bracelets, and other items.. They will also be selling
merchandise at the LUCK flag-football tournament.
“Just to feel that support from the
campaign has been very helpful during my treatment,” Hill concluded.

A year in review: Fife’s first term in office
ashley denuzzo
local and national editor

It has been one year since Catherine
Fife assumed the responsibilities of
Kitchener-Waterloo’s Member of
Provincial Parliament (MPP).
Fife spoke with The Cord and was
asked to reflect on her first year in
office.
“It has been a huge learning experience,” Fife said.
“There have been moments of
great intensity, but I’ve truly enjoyed
working in the riding and connecting with people.”
Fife won her seat one year ago
in a byelection, winning approximately 40 per cent of the vote. The
New Democratic Party had never
won the Kitchener-Waterloo riding
on the provincial level and ended a
22-year Progressive Conservative
stronghold.
Fife’s seat also contributed in
preventing a provincial Liberal
majority.
“It was a historic vote for K-W,”
Fife explained.
However, only eleven days into
Fife’s new title, McGuinty shut
down the Ontario legislature.
This prorogation was a huge challenge for Fife, who explained that
she had been working ten years to
get to Queen’s Park.
“Sometimes its hard not to
take these things personally,” she
explained.
“It seemed like a cruel irony that

the House was shut down.”
McGuinty announced in October
of 2012 that he was stepping down
as Liberal leader.
The prorogation inspired Fife
to form her first private member’s
bill, Bill 24, which limits the powers of prorogation, modifies how
the House works and when it can be
“shut down.”
“There is a cost to prorogation,”
she said. “Not just in trust with the
electorate, but over 100 pieces of
legislation died when [McGuinty]
did this.”
“So it meant that he had to start
over again.”
McGuinty’s resignation was presumably connected with the Mississauga power plant scandal, where
the Liberals scrapped the project,
costing the province upwards of
$585 million.
However, Fife speculated that
her seat heavily influenced the
prorogation.
“In many respects it was personal,” she said. “Because if the people
of K-W had gone a different direction, Mr. McGuinty would have
held his majority and he probably
wouldn’t have resigned.”
“In a minority government setting, the impact of that vote in K-W
was historic; it truly allowed a minority government to hold the Liberal government accountable.”
Since being elected, Fife explained that the NDP has been
standing up in office. According to

Fife, their major accomplishments
have included negotiating a youth
employment strategy in the last
budget and changes to home-care.
In the last seven by-elections,
the NDP have won three seats at
Queen’s Park.
“We’re working hard and people
see that,” Fife added.
She went on to discuss her interactions with members of other parties in office. Fife has found in her
experience so far that the groundwork at Queen’s Park is allegedly
not set up so that other parties can
interact.
Fife, however, told The Cord, that
she works closely with other members from both the Liberals and
Conservatives.
Going forward, Fife said that
the NDP want to achieve budgetary wins, set up financial accountability in office and prevent future
scandals.
“That’s like a full-time job here,”
she laughed.
On a personal level, Fife explained that Andrea Horwath, the
leader of Ontario’s NDP, has been a
great mentor. However her transition has been greatly influenced by
her predecessor, Elizabeth Witmer.
“I will say that [Witmer] gave me
great advice when I took over the
seat,” Fife concluded.
“She told me to come prepared,
do your work and when you can
make family time, make sure its
quality.”

nick lachance file photo

Catherine Fife began her term as K-W’s first NPD MPP a year ago.
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Profs
partner
with res
bryan stephens
staff writer

As a response to student input, Wilfrid Laurier University’s Residence
Learning Communities (RLC) are
exploring a new initiative that tries
to bridge the gap between students
and faculty.
RLC’s bring together students
with similar academic passions to
encourage learning outside of the
classroom. 14 RLC’s are present at
Laurier this year. Now, to continue
to support the purpose of the communities, Residence Education is
giving students the opportunity to
connect with faculty members outside of the classroom.
“There has been already 40 campus partners and faculty members
involved this year with the RLC,”
said Megan Lott, residence academic initiatives coordinator. “The initiative is to work in partnership with
faculty or campus partners to support the approach of the RLC.”
“Students and dons felt the need
to combine the learning experience
of university with their living experience in residence. Campus partners and faculty have caught on to
how good of a program this is and
are trying to help the RLC achieve an
enhanced student experience,” she
continued.
How the different dons in the RLC
will engage with the new initiative,
Lott pointed out, will be entirely up
to how they want to handle it.
“The business community, for instance, has two faculties that come
in quite often to see students in informal settings. Entrepreneurship
has the initiative Connect. The goal
is to bring faculty into residences so
it humanizes the professor persona to students, so students are less
hesitant to go for support.”
GianPaul Delle Donne, a fourthyear psychology and business major
and don for In(nova)tion – an entrepreneurship RLC- sees the program as a positive experience.
“As a don, you want to see learning that transcends the classroom,
so students are more connected to
the business world. Some of the students on my floor have said they see
the benefit of being on this floor,”
Delle Donne said.
He also suggested that the initiative reflects the needs of students.
“I’ve had a lot of campus partners come in. We want to make sure
everything we’re doing is centered
on student needs, so it should be
worthwhile for the students.”
“You can’t qualify this kind of
success. It truly is an unique experience,” Delle Donne concluded.
Lott said the initiative is based
upon an observation RLC had on
student feedback.
“We recognized if a student has
a positive interaction with faculty
members, they were more prone
and able to go see help from another
campus partner and faculty. So it really is breaking the barrier between
professors and students to a more
comfortable standard,” Lott said.
Selena Jones is a first-year political science student and who is part
of the Leadership and Service RLC.
She believes the initiative is a great
idea.
“As a first-year, it’s cool that I can
talk to professors as normal human
beings,” she said.
Lott believes the initiative will
fill the need of individual student
growth both academically and in
general.
“It is flexible and adaptable to
what the student demands are.”

ryan hueglin photography manager

Students have recently expressed concern that they have not been educated on how to use the Emergency Poles located across campus.

Safety resources examined
marissa evans
campus news editor

“They’re just there. People say
they’re there for your safety, but how
does it work, how do you actually
protect us?”
Gemerdine Maravilla, a thirdyear languages student at Wilfrid
Laurier University, is talking about
the emergency poles that are spread
throughout Laurier’s campuses.
While she feels safety features
such as these are good, she also
believes there needs to be more
education about how to use such
resources.
According to Chris Hancocks,
operations manager at Special Constable Services (SCS), there are
around 20 poles at Laurier. This excludes call buttons located in all elevators, which are also considered
emergency poles.
“They’re supposed to be used for
emergencies,” explained Hancocks.
“If there’s no other way that you
can get a hold of us, you can use the
emergency pole.”
The poles have a button which
sets off an alarm at SCS, who then

dispatches two officers to check out
the location.
Students can also call for free
from pay phones located around
campus.
But most of the time, Hancocks
noted, the poles are not used for
emergencies.
“[They get misused] all the time,
mostly the elevators. Then the
emergency poles by Bricker Academic building on bar nights.”
Queen’s University has had similar problems in the past. In 2011, the
emergency buttons were pressed in
non-emergency situations nearly
320 times. In many cases, this was
part of a drinking game.
Hancocks believes many universities have issues such as this, Laurier being no exception.
“It’s always been the same. People
just hitting the button and thinking it’s funny and they just keep
walking.”
But he believes that they are effective as long as they’re used
properly.
“If there is one person that we can
help, then it makes it all worth it.
There’s no plans to take them out or

anything like that.”
Overall, Hancocks said he’s satisfied with the level of Laurier’s safety,
which he attributes to the “professionalism of [their] people.”
“The technology, yes it can catch
things after the fact, but it’s the proactive nature of our officers that go
out.”
He noted, however, that it is becoming more challenging as the
campus continues to grow, in particular with several residences being
located further off-campus.
Lauren Burrows, a coordinator
at the Centre for Women and Trans
People (CWT), believes that most
students feel safe due to the small
nature of the campus. She pointed
out that in terms of gender-centered
issues such as sexual assault, they’re
more likely to happen between people who know each other and in private instances such as residences or
a home.
“The way the campus climate is,
is that if you’re just talking about
physical safety and not talking about
the culture of the school in general
… it’s fairly physically safe,” she
said.

But according to Burrows,
though the poles are valuable, they
only address a particular kind of
emergency.
“The poles are only good for a
certain type of violence, which is
immediate — like someone got hurt.
Someone got punched in the face,
someone had a seizure.”
“I think the biggest thing is that
people don’t know where they are
and don’t know what they’re for,”
said Cat MacEachern, another CWT
coordinator.
Brandon Lockyer, a third-year sociology student, agreed, expressing
that there needs to be more education about the poles and other safety
services on campus.
“I haven’t even noticed the poles,”
he said. “I’ve seen them, but I’ve
never wondered what they’re for.”
While Catherine McKenzie, a
third-year sociology student, says
she feels safe when she’s on campus she feels there are not enough
of them.
“When you look around, they’re
kind of far. If you’re actually in trouble, you would have to run a long
ways to get to one.”

Looking underground at Laurier
alissa macdonald
cord news

Walking to class can be a hassle
when one has to walk in the blistering wind and freezing rain.
However, Wilfrid Laurier University students used to have the option of traveling to class through
underground tunnels where they
were able to avoid any unpleasant
weather.
The Peters building, the Dr. Alvin
Woods Building (DAWB) -known as
The Central Teaching Building when
it was built in 1970- and the Library
at WLU are connected by underground tunnels.
Cindy Preece, Archives administrator, believes these tunnels were
built sometime around 1965.
Dan Graham, area manager of
facility operations with physical resources, described that “the tunnel
ran from the DAWB to the Library.
Then, halfway over, there was another tunnel that ran off that to the
basement of the Peters building where the Schlegel building is now.”
According to Graham, the tunnels were “closed off sometime in

2001/2002 when there were renovations in the Library.”
“The reason they were closed off
[to students] was because there was
no more access to the Library,” Graham added.
This was due to the fact that the
Library’s elevator was put in where
the tunnels were located.
Graham was unsure whether or
not the tunnels would open again.
However, the only tunnels that
would still be usable are between
the Peters building and the DAWB,
which are already accessible
through aboveground hallways.
Other universities, such as Carleton University and the University
of Waterloo have tunnels of their
own which connect a few, or in some
cases all, of the campus buildings.
These tunnels are still accessible to
the campus community for use.
Currently, the underground tunnels at Laurier are now reserved as
service tunnels. Graham explained
that this is where the cooling and
heating lines are located.
“I wish more buildings were connected now so that students could
still use them to get to class. It

lena yang graphics editor

would also be cool if Bricker was
connected to the Concourse so we
could easily get to Starbucks,” said
Brittney Diaram, a third-year classics student.
Diaram added that she doesn’t
have any safety concerns about the
tunnels because she doesn’t “go to
campus enough to worry about the
school collapsing.”
Keevan Robertson, a third-year

English and film studies student,
stated, “The buildings are likely just
as old [as the tunnels], so the only
safety concerns would be security
issues.”
Robertson also noted that “the
tunnels would be very useful in reducing traffic in congested areas
around campus and providing alternate routes during inclement
weather.”
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Journal to bring
arts recognition

Building
relations
Treaties were
explored at the Day
of Dialogue event

Laurier Journal of Arts is working to put a
publication out to profile the arts faculty

MARISSA EVANS

BRYAN STEPHENS

CAMPUS NEWS EDITOR

STAFF WRITER

On Tuesday, members of the Wilfrid
Laurier University community were
invited to gather in the Senate &
Board Chamber to explore Aboriginal/non-Aboriginal treaties. The
event was the third annual Day of
Dialogue put on by the Waterloo Lutheran Seminary (WLS) and Laurier’s Office of Aboriginal Initiatives.
Reverend Stan McKay and Phil
Monture were the two featured
speakers who spoke on the event’s
theme, “We Are All Treaty People.”
Jean Becker, senior advisor of Aboriginal Initiatives and moderator
for the event, and Allen Jorgenson,
assistant dean of WLS, had both
heard McKay speak on the topic
previously and decided to bring him
to Laurier.
“When I first heard it, it was kind
of like ‘oh this treaty isn’t some ancient document that doesn’t have
anything to do with me, but I’m
a signatory to it in some fashion.’
That’s very important,” explained
Jorgenson.
They then decided to bring Monture due to his extensive knowledge
of the history of treaties in Canada.
Monture, a Mohawk from the Six
Nations of the Grand River, focused
his attention on the Haldimand
Tract, which contains different
blocks of land belonging to Six Nations people. Today, this land is not
all in the hands of the people it was
promised to.
At the northern end of the tract,
for example, there is still 275,000
acres that needs to be surveyed to
the Six Nations. But the land is currently occupied by residents.
“How do we get around without
hurting people?” questioned Monture. “These are the things we’re
faced with. These are the problems
we’ve got to work through. I know
the Six Nations are willing to work
through, because we know what it
feels like to be hurt and we don’t
want to hurt people.”
He explained that this comes
down to creating a better “working relationship with [their] neighbours,” but that this hasn’t been acted upon yet by the government.
According to Monture, the government has been collecting tax
payments from the Haldimand Tract
which should have been collected by
the Six Nations.
The government admitted that
nothing has been paid on Block 5,
which is made up of 30,800 acres,
since 1853. In negotiations, the government offered a settlement of $113
per acre.

The Laurier Journal of Arts (LUJA)
is an initiative that has carried
over from last year by a group of
students to promote the works of
students from a variety of departments within the faculty of arts. It is
funded through the Centre for Intellectual Development Student Society which receives support from the
Wilfrid Laurier University Students’
Union.
Kevin Gerlach, chairperson of the
management board for LUJA, said
the goals of the journal are two-fold.
“We want to raise the profile of
the faculty of arts at Wilfrid Laurier University. Arts are the largest
faculty and yet in terms of profile
we felt you don’t hear much from it.
Second, we want to help students
get their work out there and help
them with writing,” Gerlach said.
Appearing in both online and
print editions, the journal will be
accepting work that receives 80 per
cent or over in an arts course, which
has to be submitted in an arts class
and graded by a professor. Gerlach
said this comes from their “concern for the highest quality and
diversity.”
“We want to make certain we
capture the diversity of the student
community in the faculty of arts.”
In terms of any restriction to submissions, Gerlach said that LUJA
will be looking at the academic
quality of the work.
“If something was to be judged
and deemed offensive, we would
provide a provision that
people might find that
work offensive and
view it in context.”
LUJA feels the importance of the journal comes from what
they feel is the absence of awareness of
work done by Laurier
arts students.
“It’s the general
idea that, despite being the largest faculty on campus, you
don’t hear that much
about the arts on
campus; it’s a sort of
silent faculty in that
regard. We think
there is so much to
be said about the
work being done
by the students in
the varying departments in the faculty of
arts,” Gerlach said.
Myles Davis, a first-year arts
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Reverend McKay spoke on the theme “We Are All Treaty People.”

“If they were to pay us the just
amount and bring forward these
debts at a compound interest rate,
they can’t afford it,” said Monture.
“We’d break Canada. And we don’t
want to break Canada. We want to
re-establish this relationship with
Canada.”
McKay, Canada’s first Aboriginal
moderator of the United Church of
Canada, focused on circle teachings
to help the audience understand the
importance of interdependence.
The eastern direction of a circle
represents the beginning of life, a
period of dependence. The southern direction represents the shift to
independence, which some nations
declare as the ultimate goal in life.
But the interdependence of the
northern direction is where McKay
believes Canadians move to be treaty people.
“What we need is not people
who are willing to help us,” he said.
“We need people who are relatives. There’s a difference. We’re going to do things together…form a
community.”
Almost all of the chairs in the
Senate and Board Chamber were
filled at the event.
“I guess I was a little surprised
that there were a number of seniors,
retired persons,” said McKay, when
asked what he thought of the turnout. “They were almost more visible
than students.”

“What we need is not
people who are willing to help us. We need
people who are relatives.”
—Reverend Stan McKay, Canada’s first
Aboriginal moderator of the United
Church of Canada

McKay said he came out to a university in particular to try to reach
the student audience.
“I have a strong feeling that it is
among the young, the people who
are expanding their awareness and
learning…that some of the old patterns will be transformed,” he said.
His hope, he explained, was
that this would spark a continued
discussion.
“I think the fact that there are
some Aboriginal students on campus gives an opportunity for testing
some of these ideas about relationships between people on the reservations and the people in the community,” he said.

student, believes the journal is a
good thing.
“I see no problem with it,” he
said. “I think I would read it if it was
available to students.”
Janine Matetich, a fifth-year history student, felt similarly about the
journal.
“I think it’s a great opportunity
for arts students to get their work
out there. I’d read it.”
Matetich said that, as long as the
journal is accessible, she feels people would pick it up.
Gerlach believes the opportunities produced by the LUJA will
improve the student experience at
Laurier by helping students improve
their writing and engaging them in
an academic process.
Gerlach cautions the biggest issue moving forward is whether people are aware of it.
“Our biggest concern right now is
whether or not people know about
us and what were doing,” he said.
“Whether we have succeeded is
whether we produce something that
isn’t simply internal to the faculty
of arts. We want it to say something
and mean something to the students who contribute to it.”
They are currently in the process
of putting together an editing panel,
which Gerlach said they will “try to
make as diverse and represent as
much of the student community [as
possible].”
Applications will be accepted until the end of January with the goal
of having a summer publication that
will be ready for students next fall.

Student transportation options expand
VIRGINA TREMAINE
STAFF WRITER

Students at Wilfrid Laurier University now have access to a car share
program that is geared specifically
toward their demographic.
Laurier is one of 16 universities and colleges across Ontario
and Québec that the Student Car
Share program was launched at this
September.
The program is available to students over the age of 18 who have
the appropriate licensing and require access to a vehicle from
time-to-time.
CEO and spokesperson for Student Car Share, Michael Lende, explained, “Students can pay a small

fee of $50 per year to be a member
of Student Car Share and then only
$8 per hour for the times when they
actually need a car. It is convenient
and very affordable.”
Once students have signed up as
members, they are provided with a
personal card that grants them entry into the vehicle following their
reservation of it. These reservations are completed online or using the Student Car Share mobile
application.
The service itself provides students with a Kia at their disposal,
complete with roadside assistance
and insurance coverage, with fuel
and maintenance costs covered.
So far, Lende has been thrilled
with the student response to the

program, in particular with the frequency of usage of the Waterloo
fleet.
She explained that many students
were looking to use a vehicle for
only a few hours to run errands such
as going to the laundromat or the
grocery store, or even carpool home
for a weekend.
“We were expecting the program
to be successful,” said Lende, “but
this service was more in demand
than we really thought.”
Out of 16 universities, Laurier and
the University of Waterloo’s student
usage ranked the Waterloo fleet of
Kias at fourth place within the first
six to eight weeks of operation.
“Students prove to be very responsible drivers because they

know what is at stake for insurance
costs if [an incident] happens.” said
Lende.
“And, it turns out, this is a good
chance for students to provide a
good driving history from Student
Car Share to an insurance company
if they choose to make the step later
on to buy a vehicle.”
However, some students remain
hesitant to plunk down more money when their school tuition covers
their yearly bus pass.
“It’s a good start up idea,” said Nidhi Sharma, a second-year business
student. “But as a student with other
[transportation] options, the cost is
still a bit high.”
But Lende believes that these systems can work cohesively.

“We actually are very happy that
students are choosing to use buses
and bicycles,” explained Lende. “It
means these students may require a
vehicle for longer trips from time to
time and that’s where we come in.
This is a sustainable system and it
gets excess cars off the road.”
“I would probably do it,” said Jane
Thomson, a third-year communication studies student. “But it depends
where you need to go, and timing.
If you need to get all the way to the
other end of Kitchener, the bus can
take forever to get there.”
Continued student response over
Ontario and Québec will tell in time
whether Student Car Share is here to
stay, or a venture better suited to the
urban working class.
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Activists gather for Indigenous rights
Friday evening saw a large crowd of community activists standing up in solidarity with ‘Idle No More’
LINDSAY PURCHASE
SENIOR NEWS EDITOR

LINDSAY PURCHASE SENIOR NEWS EDITOR

A woman performs a traditional drum song at Friday’s rally.

Upwards of 150 people crowded
Waterloo Town Square last Friday
to show solidarity with the Idle No
More movement for Indigenous
rights.
Several prominent Indigenous
rights activists were there to speak,
including Sylvia McAdam, the
co-founder of Idle No More and
Brigette DePape, a young Canadian
activist.
“There will be an opportunity for
all of us, and we will have to choose,
are we going to take non-violent
direct action ourselves? Are we going to stand? Are we going to lie our
bodies … in front of this development?” DePape asked the crowd.
DePape attracted national attention in 2011 when she held up a
sign in Parliament that read ‘Stop
Harper.’
Many at the demonstration expressed their support for indigenous
populations in New Brunswick. Anti-fracking protestors were involved
in violent clashes last week with police after they moved in to dismantle
a blockade.
“We have a choice: either we can
stand with the Harper government,
with the snipers, with the petro
states or we have a choice and we
can stand together, stand united …
against this colonial agenda,” DePape urged.
McAdam encouraged involvement in the movement from Indigenous and non-Indigenous people,
both of whom were represented at
the event.
“I ask every one of you, do not be

“We can stand together,
stand united ... against
this colonial agenda.”

—Brigette DePape, a young Canadian
activist

silent. Be peacefully resistant. Write
letters, send an email, make phone
calls, attend rallies like this,” she
said.
“Ask Indigenous people, how can
we support you? How can we all collectively defend for our lands and
our waters?”
The event was organized by Laurier students and members of the
Aboriginal Students’ Centre, in addition to McAdam.
Speaking to the purpose of the
event, Laurier masters student and
organizer, Lisa Yellow Quill said, “I
think that it creates enough of an
awareness to create a bigger awareness. It opens doors and it creates
opportunities to jump in to take the
lead or whatever they need to do

themselves.”
Yellow Quill expressed that demonstrations help with feelings of
isolation and discouragement by
bringing people together.
The demonstration drew many
supporters from the Peace and Justice Studies Association conference
that took place at Wilfrid Laurier
University and the University of Waterloo late last week.
“It was really a nice opportunity
to kind of learn about all of the social justice and stuff and then see
it in practice right away,” said fifthyear global studies student Jinelle
Piereder.
“I’ve learned a little bit about the
Idle No More movement and a little
bit more this week at the conference,
but I’ve never shown my own solidarity with them before, so it was a
good chance to start doing that.”
For Richard Matthews, a conference participant and professor at
Kings University College, the social
justice demonstration did more than
just complement the conference – it
was the very essence of its purpose.
“It’s the spirit of the conference,”
he said.
“There’s nobody at this conference that thinks you should be
just reading books or sitting in the
library.”
Matthews continued, “If it’s not
actually trying to solve some sort of
social justice problem, then you’re
wasting your time. This is absolutely
central to it.”
The two-hour event culminated
in a drum song and ground dance,
where demonstrators held hands
and danced in a large circle around
the square.

Pen pegged as health risk
JORDAN SMITH
STAFF WRITER
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AT ITS VERY BEST

Waterloo inventor, Andrew Gardner,
may have to reconsider his business
plan.
His latest invention, the Polar
Pen, was a functional pen made up
of a set of high-powered magnets
that can be broken down and reassembled in seconds.
With the addition of a rubber tip,
the pen also functioned as stylus.
The pen has already raised upwards
of $800,000 from backers across the
world.
Health Canada, however, revealed
an intention to stop production
and distribution of Gardner’s magnetic pen, claiming it to be a health
hazard.
Health Canada has voiced concerns over ‘Buckyballs,” which are
tiny magnets banned in Canada,
which are similar to what is used in
the Polar Pen.
“The magnets are unsafe,” Health
Canada issued in a statement when
The Cord contacted them. “They are
a danger to human health and safety
since they contain small powerful
magnets which can be easily swallowed by an infant.”
Voicing his displeasure Gardner
felt that Health Canada “had sort of
been going overboard because of the
Buckyball thing.”
“It’s like swallowing a horse pill, I
think if anyone were to swallow one
they wouldn’t be swallowing a second” countered Gardner.
“We’ve been in talks with [Health
Canada], I actually sent them my
first official response yesterday and
I’m just waiting to hear back from
them.”
Health Canada went on to state
its concern that the magnets could
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attract one another while travelling through the digestive system.
They could then pinch together and
create a blockage and slowly tear
through the intestinal wall causing
perforations.
Gardner explained that he actually made the first magnet prototype
for the Polar Pen from Lee Valley
Tools in Waterloo.
“So they’re selling these same
types of magnets, either the same
size or smaller in Canada” he added.
Gardner first came up with idea
when he was looking for a new
product and went on Kickstarter
Canada, an online crowd-funding
platform where users can fund creative projects.
“I noticed that pens were something that were doing really well,”
he explained. “It’s more of a hobby

than anything. I was working at another company and I had tried another project on a crowd funding site
called Indygogo.”
Given the large investments
Gardner obtained through crowd
funding, there is concern over what
will happen to the investments
should production cease.
“We would refund to Canadians,”
he explained.
“Right now the only people that
will be affected by the Health Canada decision will be Canadians. If the
ruling does not go in our favour and
we are not allowed to sell in Canada,
I’ll still look to sell to the backers
from all over the world.”
“It’s just unfortunate that Canadians, considering that this is a Canadian product, will not be allowed
to get it.”
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Kitchener remembers
Vigil looks at Ashley Smith’s death as a case for justice reform
matt montropoli
cord news

“We are a group that has come together to focus on issues of social
and economic justice,” said Shannon Balla as demonstrators gathered in Kitchener Sunday to remember the passing of the 19 year-old
Ashley Smith, who took her life in
2007 while incarcerated at Kitchener’s Grand Valley Institution for
Women.
Sunday’s event was meant to seek
societal changes that would prevent
incidences like this from occurring again. Balla, a member of local
social justice organization Poverty
Makes Us Sick, shared this perspective at a candlelight vigil that occurred Sunday evening.
Diagnosed with borderline personality disorder, Smith was moved
between institutions for six years
before being placed at Grand Valley.
Controversy surrounding her death
occurred because prison guards allegedly watched Smith tie a ligature
round her neck and were ordered
not to intervene.
A Coroner’s Inquest is currently
in its final stages investigating into
the death.

This incident led to the formation
of the We Remember Ashley Smith
Campaign, which took part in an
Ontario-wide campaign called the
Raise the Rates Week of Action.
“We come together for our annual vigil to remember the tragedy
of a life lost to the violence of our
institutions,” explained Balla, who
was involved in the campaign. “As
we mourn, we are also tasked, as
a community with seeking fundamental changes to our society.”
The campaign also challenged
Ontario’s minimum wage rates,
asking for an increase to $14.
Balla explained that this increase
“would allow people to live ten per
cent above the poverty line, as opposed 19 per cent below, as they currently are.”
Ian Stumpf, an organizer of the
We Remember Ashley Smith event,
also explained the connection between Ashley Smith’s fate and the
call for increased minimum wage.
“The government seems to target people in poverty as people who
commit crimes,” he said.
This problem allegedly increases incrimination rates and causes
over-populated prisons. The group
stressed that if the government

allows for a higher-standard of living, fewer citizens will be subject to
the psychological cruelty found in
Ontario’s prisons.
“And not only cruelty,” Balla said.
“But also silencing of the prisoners.”
The campaign also attempted to
erase the negative stigma that was
attached to Smith when she was incarcerated in 2007. They believed
that Smith was mistakenly pegged
as a “troubled teen.” The campaign
states that Smith was in fact a “tortured teen.”
“The campaign seeks to highlight
that her torture was funded by our
tax dollars and was carried out in a
system that we all continue to allow
to exist,” stated the We Remember
Ashley Smith campaign in a media
release prior to Sunday’s event.
Poverty Makes Us Sick also believes that lack of knowledge is due
to the government withholding
information.
“What we’re trying to do today is
focus on the act of remembering, as
part of the issue with prisons is that
people are taken out of our communities and we forget them, and
then we feel less of a responsibility
for them,” Balla concluded. “Just remembering is an act of resistance.”
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A woman shows her support for ‘We Remember Ashley Smith.’

Death spurs demand for criminal investigation
ashley denuzzo
local and national editor

The president of the Waterloo Regional Labour Council has asked
the Waterloo Regional Police to investigate further into the death of
23-year-old Nick Lalonde, who died
on a construction site on Oct. 11.
Marc Xuereb believes that the
incident could warrant a criminal
prosecution of negligence or failing to meet proper health and safety
codes.
“Like any kind of crime, if there’s
not repercussion for your action
then there’s not incentive to not do
it,” he explained.
The Ontario Ministry of Labour
has already made 17 orders to the
property management company,
Maison Canada.
Xuereb, however, feels that larger
measures need to be placed to set
an example of the consequences
for failing to meet basic health and
safety standards in the workplace.
“The infractions of the safety
code and occupational safety act
were so outrageous that they didn’t
even have a guard along the edges
of the building that would prevent
someone from falling off,” he added.
Maison Canada, also did not

heather davidson photography manager

The scene at 173 King street where 23 year-old Nick Lalonde fell to his death last two weeks ago.

have a Health and Safety committee instated on the construction site,
according to Xuereb, which he explained is a necessity when a work
site has more than 20 employees.
“They didn’t even have basic
things in place and it led tragically
to the death of someone working

there.”
The Waterloo Regional Police was
briefly involved with the incident of
Lalonde’s death on Oct. 11 when the
workplace injury initially occurred.
After the workplace fatality was
been determined an accident, they
transferred the investigation over to

the Ministry of Labour.
“The Ministry of Labour has taken over investigating this incident,”
said Shaena Morris of the Waterloo
Regional Police.
“So, we will not be laying any
charges.”
Xuereb, however, openly called

out to the police, asking them to
look further into the incident.
“They have been quite open with
me,” he explained to The Cord. “I
spoke to Kevin Chalk [the Deputy
Chief of Police-relations] and he
promised he was going to look into
my request and get back to me.”
Xuereb had previously spoken to
someone from the Workers Health
and Safety act Committee in Hamilton, who revealed that Lalonde’s
death was the tenth fall this year in
Ontario.
In 2012, Ontario also saw 230
workplace deaths.
“It’s basically a death for every
working day,” Xuereb emphasized.
Ontario’s Occupational Health
and Safety Act is allegedly very
strong, according to Xuereb, who
explained that the “real tragedy here
is that Ontario has excellent health
and safety laws [but] many workers
don’t know about it.”
He explained that workers have
the right to push for change in their
workplace and that he feels many
employers are not making this information available to their workers.
“We have this unbalance of power
in the workplace where employers
can get away with cutting corners,”
he said.

COSTUMES
$ 99

14

AND UP

CAMBRIDGE │561 Hespeler Rd│GUELPH │23 Wellington St E │ WATERLOO │7 King St N
KITCHENER │10 Manitou Dr │1585 Victoria St N │StagShop.com

8 •

THE CORD • WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 23, 2013

NATIONAL

National Editor
Ashley Denuzzo
adenuzzo@thecord.ca

Minimum wage recipients increase
LAURA BUCK
LEAD REPORTER

A global recession has left lingering
effects.
The changing labour market has
dramatically altered the workforce
in Ontario, with the number of people earning minimum wage having
doubled since 2003. Out of Ontario’s workforce, 9 per cent are working for minimum wage, up from 4.3
per cent in 2003.
Sheila Block, director of economic
Analysis with the Wellesley Institute
is the author of the report that revealed the changing dynamics of the
labour market in Ontario. Block explained that a shift in the economy
and the after-effects of the 2008 recession are the driving forces behind
the dramatic increase in minimum
wage earners.
“There is a shift in our economy
and so we have more jobs at the top
of the income scale and more jobs
at the bottom, and we have fewer
jobs in the middle,” Block explained.
“The second is, “I think we’re still
suffering from the kind of after-effects of the 2008 recession.”
The report showed that out of
464,000 Ontarians who were working at minimum wage in 2011, 31.3
per cent were between the ages of
25-54, 8.1 per cent were 55 years
and older and 60.6 per cent were 1524 years old. While it is commonplace that the majority of minimum
wage earners are under the age of
24, minimum wage earners between
the 25-54 ages demographic are becoming a growing norm.
Block commented on this growing trend of older minimum wage
earners, indicating that it is problematic for Ontarians. “Those people are people who are trying to

“I think we’re still suffering from the after-effects of the 2008 recession. ”

—Sheila Rock, director: economic
analysis with the Wellesley Institute

support themselves and their families, they are at a minimum wage
for a longer period of time and it’s
not something that’s transitional as
they’re getting their education.”
The report further indicated that
women, visible minority groups and
recent immigrants are disproportionately earning at the minimum
wage level. Women make up 49.3
per cent of the labour force; however, they make up 57.4 per cent of
those who are working for minimum
wage, according to the report.
Visible minority groups account
for 23.9 per cent of the total workforce, with 34.9 per cent earning
minimum wage, and recent immigrants make up 7.1 per cent of total
employees and 15 per cent of those
on minimum wage.
Block is recommending an increase in the minimum wage, which
is currently sitting at $10.25 an hour.
“Minimum wage increases kind of
have two kinds of effects,” she explained. “One is that it could reduce
the number of people that are working, but what my expectation is, is
that the increase of the minimum
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wage in this kind of economy, where
we have a lot of unemployment,
would mean that it would actually
have a positive impact.”
Block said that an increase in
minimum wage would likely lead
to increased spending on behalf of
those workers.
“And if they go out and spend that
money, they increase demand,” she
said.
A person with very low income
who receives a wage increase is

Inquiry finds fault with
Aboriginal treatment
United Nations investigation evokes ‘muted’ response
LAURA BUCK
LEAD REPORTER

Following an investigation into the
conditions of Canada’s Aboriginal
population, United Nations Special Rapporteur James Anaya is recommending that the government
launch an inquiry into the treatment
of Canada’s Aboriginal population,
with particular attention to the high
rate of missing and murdered Aboriginal women.
Anaya toured Canada for nine
days, speaking with various members of the Aboriginal community,
as well as both federal and provincial government officials.
Although Anaya’s official report
is pending, he did issue several recommendations to the Canadian
government, calling for a more collaborative relationship with First
Nations peoples.
Jean Crowder, Member of Parliament for Nanaimo-Cowichan
and Official Opposition Critic for
Aboriginal Affairs, is less than
optimistic about the government’s response to Mr. Anaya’s
recommendations.
“Well it’s been a fairly muted response,” she said in an interview
with The Cord.
“One of their responses has been
that the Rapporteur talked about
that they’re doing a good job and
that’s not exactly what he said. So
they haven’t attacked him the way
they did the UN Special Rapporteur

on Food Security, but they certainly
have not indicated that they are paying attention to the concerns that he
has raised.”
Crowder is hopeful that the attention over the Special Rapporteur’s
visit will motivate a national discussion in Canada. “A lot of people
were paying attention to it and part
of what it also does is it galvanizes
the grassroots,” she shared.
Shawn Atleo, the National Chief
of the Assembly of First Nations,
commended Mr. Anaya on his work
at a press conference, stating, “I
acknowledge Special Rapporteur
James Anaya’s time and efforts in
listening carefully to the Indigenous
peoples in this country, visiting First
Nations communities and witnessing firsthand the challenges facing
our people and governments. There
is still much unfinished business
and longstanding issues between
First Nations and Canada that burden our relationship and hold all of
us back. This is a critical moment
and it is our hope that the Special
Rapporteur’s report will help compel action.”
Crowder suggested, however, that
Anaya’s report is unlikely to alleviate any of the tension that is felt between the Conservative government
and the United Nations.
“One of the responses that we
saw, that came from Conservative
supporters, was that the United Nations has no business poking its
nose in the affairs of Canada and

“They certainly have
not indicated that they
are paying attention to
the concerns that he has
raised.”
—Jean Crowder, Member of Parliament
for Nanaimo-Cowichan and Official
Opposition Critic for Aboriginal Affairs
I’m sure that captures the Prime
Minister’s approach to the United
Nations,” Crowder asserted.
“They’ll do what they did with the
UN commission on Human Rights
when it recommended that the government proceed with a national
inquiry on murdered and missing
Aboriginal women; they dismissed
it out of hand,” she said.
Crowder believes that the government will likely focus on any positive aspects of the review while disregarding negative components. For
example, she said, Anaya observed
that Canada has implemented treaty
rights in the Constitution.
“I’m hoping that the weight of
what he [Anaya] is bringing forward will shame the Conservatives
into taking some action,” added
Crowder.

more likely to go out and spend that
money, Block explained.
Skeptics of a minimum wage increase would argue that it would
result in the potential for a slowdown in employment growth; however, Block does not believe this to
be likely.
“There is absolutely no academic
research that shows an actual decrease in employment as a result
of an increase of minimum wage,”
Block said.

Canada in brief
Duffy points the finger at Harper
Former Conservative senator Mike
Duffy alleged Tuesday that Prime
Minister Stephen Harper told him
to pay back his expenses in front of
a Senate hearing, disregarding the
notion that Nigel Wright’s $90,000
cheque to Duffy was out of Harper’s
radar.
Wright, the PM’s former chief
of staff, originally stated that the
cheque for Duffy was a “deal between friends.” After letting Wright
go from his duties, Harper claimed
he never knew about Duffy’s outstanding expenses.
Former Conservative senators
Patrick Brazeau and Pamela Wallin also faced questions in Senate
on Tuesday for their outstanding
expenses.

Student’s allegation prompts task
force
Lakehead University is setting up a
task force to examine its supports
for sexual assault victims after a female student at the university published a letter in a local Thunder Bay
newspaper about her experiences
with an alleged rape by a classmate.
According to the letter the victim
wrote in The Chronicle-Journal, she
stated that she asked her professor
to write an exam in a different room
since her attacker was in the same
class, but her request was denied.
After reading the op-ed on Monday, Lakehead president Brian Stevenson publicly announced the universities review to their supports
and services, as well as the training
and policies for university staff.
- Compiled by Justin Smirlies
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Canada’s wireless outperforms US
PC Magazine evaluates Canadian download, upload and streaming speed, determining it to be superior
ASHLEY DENUZZO
LOCAL AND NATIONAL EDITOR

Canada’s wireless speed is reportedly much faster than our southern
neighbours.
A new study, conducted by an online computer magazine, PC magazine, investigated the speed and
reliability of Canadian courier networks, comparing our “big three”
(Rogers, Bell and Telus) to the United State’s “big four” (AT&T, T-Mobile, Verizon and Sprint).
The study found that while Americans get better nation-wide coverage, Canadians are able to download, upload and surf the web with
greater speed.
“There’s a lot of conflicting claims
about wireless network quality and
all of your big three carriers have
been saying that they’re the best,”
said Sascha Segan, the author of the
study. “But they never really reveal
what research that is based on and
you don’t know what to trust.”
Segen explained to The Cord that
his study was conducted so as to
give an independent voice to a consumer who otherwise would not
know which Canadian mobile service provider to commit to.
His consumer reports often give
an impartial perspective to the user,
telling them which products they
should and shouldn’t buy.
For this particular study, he and
his team tested Long Term Evolution (LTE) speeds, igh-Speed Packet
Access (ASPA) speeds and nation
wide coverage. They loaded fieldtest software onto two Android
phones, ran them all day, and drove
to 13 Canadian metro areas: Toronto, Montreal, Edmonton, Calgary,
and Vancouver among neighbouring cities.
They also uploaded and

ANDREAS PATSIOUROS STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Canada’s wireless service providers have faster downloading, uploading speeds than the United States.

downloaded files through the Internet, downloaded a simulated webpage and analyzed the amount of
time it took to return from servers.
Their results? Apparently Canada’s wireless speed is fast – really
fast.
“We found that in the largest
metro areas, the Canadian networks
are generally very, very fast.” Segen
explained. “You have excellent LTE
speeds [and] you have very good
HSPA speeds.”
Rogers notably delivered download speed higher than 8 megabits
per second, with more than 90 per
cent of the time in the cities visited.
Segen also found that Rogers
and Bell both have a comparable

spectrum of 26,000 megahertz,
which has built fast LTE networks
in highly-populated cities. He explained that the spectrum goes for
relatively short distances so it usually works better for inner-city use.
This explains why network speeds
are quicker in urban areas and tend
to be slower in rural ones.
Wireless services in the U.S. allegedly run much slower than Canadians because their networks tend
to be more congested.
“I don’t really have a ‘why’,” Segen
noted.
“That’s one [question] where I’m
going to just state the observation
that our networks are slower than
yours.”

However, while Canada reportedly has a faster wireless network,
U.S mobile providers cover more regions and distances.
Of America’s AT&T, Verizon, TMobile, and Sprint, each carrier has
more than 30 million customers.
“One of those companies could
have more than the entire population of Canada,” he laughed.
North of the border, Canada’s
Bell, Rogers and Telus split more
than 90 per cent of wireless subscribers together, each posing their
own strengths and weaknesses.
Bell Canada, who shares their
tower with Telus, currently leads
the nation in its LTE coverage.
Telus Mobility reportedly had lower

network scores as they experienced
trouble “locking on to the LTE network.” Telus, however, proved to
be extremely reliable in western
Canada.
As for Rogers, they are considered
to be Canada’s “download speed
leader.” The carrier’s deployment
of 2,600 megahertz LTE gives the
company the fastest speeds in urban
areas. Roger’s performed exceptionally well in Quebec.
“Rogers especially, just has
spectacular coverage,” Segen
emphasized.
When told about the recent study,
some individuals were surprised
about Canada’s favourable results.
“I don’t really know if I can believe that,” explained Dylan Campbell, a student at the University of
Waterloo. “For years I’ve been complaining about the speed of the data
on my phone and it just seems that
more people are complaining about
wireless connections than praising it.”
“If [Canada’s] is considered fast, I
don’t even want to think about what
it’s like down south,” he added.
This coming January, Canadian telecom companies will have
the opportunity to participate in a
wireless auction. The auction is for
700,000 megahertz in wireless airwaves, given to the companies most
deserving.
Segen believed that the results
from his study will be brought up
during this auction.
“This is a very prime spectrum
and the companies that get it will
get very positioned for the next
ten years,” he said. “So I wouldn’t
be surprised if you find all of the
polls using different aspects of our
study to their case for why they
should get more airwaves from the
government.”
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The middle ground for social change
Laurier was the host of the 2013 Peace and Justice Studies Association conference where academics,
doctors, activists and students came together to discuss “peace studies between tradition and innovation”

NANCY FORDE CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

Before many of the sessions over Friday and Saturday, musical acts opened the speakers such as the one above for Slyvia McAdam’s talk on Aboriginal issues in Canada.

Academics and activists found common ground last week at Wilfrid
Laurier University, where nearly 500
people gathered for the 2013 Peace
and Justice Studies Association
(PJSA) conference.
“The plenaries were really well
attended for an academic conference. They were well-attended,
well-received. The speakers, every
one of them, just really delivered
well,” said conference organizer and
WLU global studies professor Edmund Pries.
Pries said that the conference,
which had been in the works for
about two years, was a smooth
success.
“I just really felt that the local organizers were able to pull together
all of the pieces in a very innovative
and productive way,” commented
Rick McCutcheon, PJSA co-chair.
“Overall, I just think that this was
one of the best conferences the organization has pulled off.”
This year’s theme was “peace
studies between tradition and

innovation.”
“The key is that in peace and
justice studies, we need to be very
thoroughly grounded and rooted in
tradition. It’s what gives us stability. It keeps us from going off on
tangents that maybe aren’t as productive,” McCutcheon explained. “At
the same time, as we see the world
moving forward in a whole range
of areas, it’s clear that we’re going
to have to start thinking outside of
the box.”
A student conference, coordinated by fifth-year global studies student Jorden Johnstone, ran
alongside the main conference from
Thursday to Saturday.
“I think especially with any event
on campus, it’s hard to get students
out. There’s kind of a sense of, I
don’t want to say apathy, but especially with midterm season, right after Thanksgiving, numbers weren’t
exactly as expected,” she said. “But I
think that also allowed for more individual experience, where students
could get to know each other a bit

NANCY FORDE CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

Slyvia McAdam (L) with Jean Becker (R) at Laurier.

For Dr. James Orbinski, all we need to do
is to listen, to speak, to think and to act.
These four ordinary concepts were the
main themes of Orbinski’s plenary session
at the Peace and Justice Studies Association annual conference on Friday. Orbinski, who is known for his humanitarian
work during the Rwanda Genocide in
1994, discussed “Equity in Global Health”
to a crowd of students and academics at
Wilfrid Laurier University.
After heading the Medecins Sans Frontires (MSF) from 1999-2001, as well becoming the chair in Global Health Governance and the director of the Africa
Initiative at the Centre for International
Governance Innovation (CIGI), Orbinski
has now focused his work on the impact of
climate change on global health.
“We are at a moment — I believe, and
many people believe this — in our human
history and human story, where we must

more.”
Johnstone said that about 130
people signed up to participate, but
not all of them attended.
For Laura Viselli, the conference
was “the highlight of my university
career.”
Viselli, a fourth-year global studies student, said seeing former
South Sudanese child soldier and
musician Emmanuel Jal was the
highlight, as the conflict in that area
was one of her main motivators for
selecting her program.
“It’s like everything came full circle. I literally got to touch the reason I’m in global studies, so it was
amazing,” she said.
Participants saw a number of
presentations, including addresses
from Sylvia McAdam, James Orbinski, Jody Williams and others. Many
of the speakers were able to focus on
contemporary social justice issues
and causes, giving participants a
framework to consider the status of
social justice in Canada today.
“Some people argue that we are

Sylvia McAdam remembers working in the
sugar beet fields in Alberta when she was
five years old.
Her parents weren’t farmers — being forced by the government to work the
fields in the summer months was just part
of her experience growing up as an indigenous person in Canada. They called them
the “grab-a-hoe Indians.”
McAdam, co-founder of the national Indigenous rights movement Idle No
More, presented her experiences, the history of Indigenous resistance in Canada
and where the movement is today in her
presentation last Friday, which took place
at the Maureen Forrester Recital Hall.
“Idle No More didn’t begin yesterday or
last year or the year before; there’s a history of resistance that has been silenced,
there has been a measure of erasure of that
resistance,” she said, drawing on examples
such as the Burnt Church dispute and the

face squarely the unavoidable complexity,
interdependence and fragility of our human condition,” Orbinski explained, noting many of the situations that currently
occur around the world in terms of climate
change and global health.
“We are literally altering the very nature
of nature,” he explicitly stated in his talk.
With warmer temperatures and altering
conditions, which could result in droughts
or flooding, many developing countries
face challenges with food production and
their economy.
Orbinski is clearly no stranger to humanitarian issues. In addition to his work
in Rwanda, Orbinski has been a huge advocate for cheaper medication and treatment for HIV and AIDS, as well as many
neglected diseases not widely known in
the Western world. And he knows it isn’t
an easy process when finding a solution.
“This is always an imperfect process, it

apathetic. I don’t. I think that we’re
engaged in different ways,” said
McCutcheon.
While activism may not be visible
in the traditional sense, he believes
people are still very connected to
social issues, but through new mediums like social media.
“I do think that our government
is suppressing some of that coming out in a more public way and I
think that one of things a lot of social activists are working on is finding new ways to circumvent, get
around the Harper government’s efforts to sort of put a lid on dissent,”
he continued.
For Pries, creating social change
isn’t just about scholarly work or activism – it has to be a combination
of both.
“PJSA is unique among academic
societies in the sense that it is not
only academics. It’s academics, activists, practitioners,” he said. “It is
unique that way and it creates a certain richness.”
-Lindsay Purchase

Oka crisis.
Central to Idle No More and McAdam’s
involvement is the destruction of Canada’s
natural resources through processes like
logging and mineral extraction.
“It’s astounding how much devastation
there is out in the land,” she said, using the
tar sands as an example.
“The Canadian state acts like it owns
the resources. When you look at the poverty of Indigenous people, when you dispossess a nation of people, you create a
dependency. And that dependency has
created our poverty.”
Before speaking, McAdam was honoured with performances from the Aboriginal Student Centre hand drumming
group. Volunteers also did a smudging of
the auditorium.
McAdam asserted that the populations
represented by the movement don’t need
help; what they’re looking for is support.

never leads to certainty, it never leads to
certain outcomes,” he explained. “It does
not, however, mean that we don’t engage
the world.”
Instead of focusing on what tradition
and innovation should look like in the future of humanitarianism, Orbinski explained to the audience that any change —
no matter how big or how small — begins
with speaking.
“Not just simply through dialogue, but I
used a very careful word, but through dialogic,” he continued.
Once dialogue happens, solutions can
be discussed and thought about. And then,
as Orbinksi stated with his own work,
those solutions can be acted on.
“In the process of being in relationship
to each other, of speaking, of seeing faceto-face ... we create our political architecture,” he said.
-Justin Smirlies

“It’s like everything
came full circle.”

—Laura Viselli, a fourth-year global
studies student

“Don’t join Idle No More because you
think you feel a sense of guilt … because
you won’t last very long. Do it for the love
of our children, do it for the love of our
lands, do it for the love of our water, because that will sustain you much longer
than hate or guilt,” she said.
McAdam emphasized the importance of
anti-racist, anti-oppressive and anti-colonial education as critical pieces of moving
toward peace, when asked how the movement can be supported.
“This veil of innocence that Canada
portrays to the world, and this veil of innocence is we have democracy, we have
equality, we’re multicultural, there’s freedom here. And what Idle No More is doing
is challenging that,” she explained. “We’re
poking at that veil of innocence and saying, ‘what about the residential schools?
What about the Indian Act?’”
-Lindsay Purchase

HEATHER DAVIDSON PHOTOGRAPHY MANAGER

Dr. James Orbinski speaking in Arts 1E1 on Friday.
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‘I just didn’t
care anymore’
Alanna fairey
life editor

“I try to balance being who I am today and remembering who I have
been to the people around me,”
Michael Onabolu, former Wilfrid
Laurier University Students’ Union
president and CEO, reflected when
looking back at his experiences
dealing with depression.
Depression is a condition of
mental disturbance characterized
by such feelings to a greater degree
than what seems warranted by the
external circumstances.
This form of mental illness most
commonly manifests itself between
the ages of 15 and 24, greatly impacting students who are in college
and university.
Adrienne Luft, the mental health
student support team leader at Laurier, explained that depression often
manifests itself when students attend university, due to the sensitive
nature of their new environment.
“There are often a lot of stressors for students when they’re transitioning to university that can also
impact them,” Luft said. “A move
from a home community, if they’re
not connecting with their peers is
something that could exacerbate
based on their mood and their mental health issues.”
Having dealt with depression a
number of times in his life, Onabolu first found that he did not care
about anything, including his family,
friends, personal relationships or his
job. This lack of care then led him to
stop caring about how he looked and
finally, Onabolu didn’t care about
tending to the basics of living, such
as eating or showering. This took
the shape of his depression.
“I didn’t care if people liked me or
not, I didn’t worry about esteem or
worries at all really because I didn’t
care,” Onabolu explained.

“As my care started to slip, my
concern with myself really started to
slip also.”
Onabolu, who described himself
as feeling like he became lost in his
thoughts, had reached a breaking
point where on a few separate occasions, different people brought him
to the hospital.
After a nurse told Onabolu that
he was in crisis he was baffled, as he
could not understand how a nurse
could know that he was in a crisis.
After being checked out by the
nurses and doctors, Onabolu stayed
overnight at the hospital and got a
good night’s rest without any anxiety. The next morning, Onabolu
dealt with nervousness about leaving the safe environment of the
hospital.
Onabolu shared that he had never
told himself that he needed help,
despite having moments in his life
where he had asked for help.
He had talked to people both
personally and professionally who
would listen but were unable to
completely understand what he was
going through.
However, Onabolu came to a pivotal realization, which he called the
“turning point” in his life, where he
had to believe in himself and get the
help that he needed.
Though he believes that one
should always seek help from others when dealing with depression,
Onabolu also stated that one must
also be able to help themselves and
be strong enough to see strength in
their own character.
“People can help you to a point,
but that last bit, even if it’s just one
per cent that you have to do yourself, do it for yourself. At the end of
the day, only you are responsible for
you, no matter what age you are,”
Onabolu shared.
“If each individual person
does not acknowledge that for

Heather davidson photography manager

“I didn’t care if people
liked me or not, I didn’t
worry about esteem or
worries at all really because I didn’t care.”
—Michael Onabolu, Former Wilfrid
Laurier University Students’ Union
president and CEO
themselves, which I had to for myself acknowledge that no matter
what anyone says to me or about me
or does for me out of care or concern, if I don’t have it for myself, I
will never change.”

Services are available on campus for those who are dealing with
mental illnesses such as depression.
These services include ones such
as counselling services, as well as a
peer help line to aid anyone who is
dealing with mental illness or are in
a crisis.
Luft acknowledges that while
there have been improvements in
terms of providing services for mental health on university campuses,
more can be done in terms of getting
enough support for mental illness
on campus.
“I think there is still a long way to
go, it’s something that is becoming
more acceptable to talk about,” Luft
reiterated. “But I think it can still be
a challenge to come forward with
that when you’re experiencing that
yourself.”
Both Luft and Onabolu agree that
the best advice that they can offer

to someone who is in distress about
seeking help for their depression is
to admit the problem to themselves
before they seek help from someone
else.
“Admit it to yourself first. It’s the
easiest in some senses but hardest
in others because saying it to yourself makes it real and it’s no longer
part of the inward world but part of
the outward,” Onabolu explained.
“Once you’ve done that, if you get
scared or you get emotional talk to
somebody you love, someone you
trust and know. Talk to someone
who is available for you.”
Though he realizes that challenges in the future are inevitable,
Onabolu believes that his journey
with depression has enriched his life
, his relationships with others and
himself greatly.
“I understand life a lot better now
and I’m less afraid of it.

Laurier street style: suave men’s edition
Staff writer Scott Glaysher went onto campus and sought out Laurier’s trendiest gentlemen for the cooler
autumn season, and discovered that there were a number of stylish young men present on our campus

Name: Cameron Jesudasan
Major: Third-year BBA
Style Inspiration: “An urban Toronto style with a little bit of everything
mixed together… and also Kid Cudi,
that’s my man”
Where He Shops: “I shop at Urban Outfitters but I also go to some
Toronto boutiques like Stussy and
Ransom; I get stuff from all over the
place”
Fashion Philosophy: “Look good,
feel good”
Fashion DON’T: “People that overdo ugly jean shirts”
Style In One Word: “Urban”

Name: Moyo Arewa
Major: Third-year Global Studies
Style Inspiration: “Frank Ocean and
Kid Cudi”
Where He Shops: “Zara, H&M
sometimes but definitely Polo Ralph
Lauren, I adore them and all their
clothes”
Fashion Philosophy: “Keep it simple, don’t overdo it but don’t underdo it, stay true to yourself”
Fashion DON’T: “I personally don’t
like baggy sweat pants, it shows that
you’ve given up or don’t care”
Style In One Word: “Simple”

photos by heather davidson photography manager
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The struggle to speak
without the boundaries
SARAH STRONG
CORD LIFE

Whenever I tell anyone in France
that I’m Canadian, they immediately assume that I can speak French.
While I, like many of you reading
this, did study French in elementary
school and grade nine my skills are
extremely limited.
I’m lucky enough to spend most
of my time with a fellow Canadian
who took his French studies seriously and can navigate through our
Parisian neighbourhood with ease.
Many of the exchange students at
my school this semester, myself included, have found it difficult to adjust to these language barriers.
Laura Timm, a friend and classmate who is from Germany, has felt
that language has been an incredibly
difficult barrier to cross.
“I usually try to ask for things in
my broken French and people usually react really nicely and explain
things slowly for me. But on some
days I just stop myself from asking because I don’t want to be embarrassed in a larger crowd,” Timm
said.
“I don’t like that I’m not able to

answer simple questions like being
asked for the way to somewhere.”
Timm’s experiences are all too
similar to my experiences and I often think back to my days in elementary school French.
If I had paid more attention and
taken things a little more seriously
at the time, I wouldn’t be having
such a difficult time.
Vibeke Finnemann Scheel, who is
from Denmark, also gave me some
insight on her experiences living in
a country where she does not speak
the language.
“It is hard to feel a part of the culture and Paris when you constantly
are standing outside, looking in,”
Finnemann Scheel said.
“It really makes it hard to meet
native people, especially in France. I
really wish I spoke the language and
this will definitely affect my future
travel plans if I ever decide to stay in
one place for a longer period.”
The solution is simple: learn how
to speak French.
However, when you only have
four months, you’re taking eight
classes in English, and most of
your weekends are spent outside of France, this task becomes

“It is hard to feel a part
of the culture and Paris
when you constantly are
standing outside, looking in.”
JOSHUA AWOLADE GRAPHICS ARTIST

—Vibeke Finnemann Scheel, Institut
supérieur du commerce de Paris Student

challenging.
My appreciation for those people who move to Canada without
speaking a word of English and
somehow manage to make it work
has increased drastically since this
experience, as has my appreciation
for the languages and anyone who
can speak more than one.
I have found, however, that at the
end of the day, there is nothing that
a smile and a few simple hand gestures can’t work out.

Stop being a
closet hoarder
BRIE BERRY
FASHION COLUMNIST

It’s officially that time of the year
where you have to say good-bye to
sun-kissed skin and short-shorts.
Even though we’ve had a surprisingly warm burst of weather in these
past few weeks, now is the time
to start packing away our beloved
summer items and start preparing
for the long cold months ahead of
us.
While this time of year can be depressing, as we’re forced to transition into layers, scarves and cozy
outerwear, this is also a great opportunity to evaluate the state of
your closet.
For all of the proud shopaholics
out there, spring cleaning is too far
away to wait.
Plus, cleaning is a perfectly good
excuse to avoid studying for a couple
of hours!
As a fashion hoarder myself — I
have clothes from high school that I
still won’t give up — I know that it’s
hard to give up that band tee shirt
you bought at the Paramore concert
or throw out that one item that you
bought in the wrong size and never
wore.
However, if you’re anything like
me, eventually you have to start
making room for the items in your
closet that you actually do wear.
In our capitalist-driven consumer society, we love to shop and it
shows: it’s estimated that most people only wear about 20 per cent of
the contents in their closet regularly.
Without even realizing it, we love
to consume without reason and often, we end up with more than what
we need — or stuck with impulse
buys that we will never wear.
For my fellow hoarders, ask yourself this: am I actually going to wear
this if I keep it?
If an item has been in your closet
for more than a year and is still unworn, chances are you’re not going

It’s estimated that most
people only wear about
20 per cent of the contents in their closet
regularly.

to wear it – especially if the tags are
still on.
Even if it suddenly comes back
into style, if you haven’t worn it by
now, it’s highly unlikely that it was
within your fashion taste anyway.
Cut your losses and let it go. Don’t
worry, seasonal outfits for Homecoming, Hallowe’en and St. Patrick’s
Day don’t count!
And what should you do with
that huge bag of pre-loved items?
Donate!
As the weather gets colder, it’s
good to have a little empathy and
donate to those less fortunate. There
are many stores that will happily
take your unwanted clothes.
The Salvation Army and Value Village accept clothing all year
round and those good feelings are
just as satisfying as purchasing a
new shirt at the mall.
If you’re not interested in giving
away your clothes for free, there are
local consignment stores such as
Unit 5 on King Street and Carousel
Clothing in Kitchener where you can
take your pre-loved items. They will
compensate you for your generous
donations.
H&M launched a green initiative
and for each bag of clothes that is
dropped off in their store, they will
give you a coupon for $5 off every
$30 purchase.
While this may be perpetuating
the endless cycle, at least your old
clothes will be appreciated by someone else.
Happy cleaning everyone!
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Born Ruffians show
their raw talent
BRYAN STEPHENS
STAFF WRITER

The weather might have been dreary
for most of Thursday October 17, but
it certainty wasn’t humdrum for the
Born Ruffians at Starlight.
Coming from a strenuous tour
itinerary that saw them play Hamilton the previous night, the band
showed no signs of fatigue as they
blazed through a crowd-pleased set
around an hour in length.
Touring in support of their recent
album Birthmarks, released April 16
of this year on Paper Bag records, it
marks the Midland quartet’s third
studio effort. Following 2008’s Red,
Yellow and Blue and 2010’s Say it, Birthmarks fits nicely into a career from a
band that understands who they are,
and are far from being finished.
Originally from Midland, Ontario, before relocating to Toronto, the
Born Ruffians relied on the music
to show how proficient they are as
musicians; they don’t need elaborate
stage shows or antics to show how
good they are.
As a band that has been together
for eight years, they know how to
perform in front of a crowd.
Their stage presence was felt

through the slick, cohesive execution
from the band. Performing songs
from their current three-album repertoire, the band performed them in
a way that thrilled previously established fans and attracted those not
as familiar with them as well.
Moments such as like “I Need
a Life” and “Retard Canard” saw
the crowd’s approval of songs in
their back catalogue, and numbers
like “6-5000” from their latest effort meet similar sanctioning based
upon crowd consent.
Their blend of poppy hooks, layered textures, and smooth-forming
melodies created a musically tight
yet jubilant performance that captivated the audience.
Amongst the sumptuous performance, their humility never left
them. They appeared through the
night to be honest with themselves
and the audience, revealing a group
that enjoys what they’re doing and
the direction they are heading.
Their interactions with the audience, from speaking directly to
them in moments of instrumental
adjustment, passing instances with
from one song to the next revealing their understanding of the audience wanting music, which they

...the Born Ruffians performed by relying on the
music to show how proficient they are as musicians that don’t need ...
stage antic to show how
good they are.

delivered.
Overall, the crowd at Starlight
was treated to a performance from
a band that seemed genuine in the
music they create and perform. The
Born Ruffians put on a show that
demonstrated their ability to deliver
their own brand of indie rock while
maintaining a stage presence that
appealed to the crowd.
While touring within the United
States for the next month, the Born
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Keyboard/guitarist Andy Lloyd of the Born Ruffians rocked Starlight

Ruffians will be back in Ontario on
November 22 at the Danforth Music
Hall in Toronto.
For those still planning on going,
or for those considering, the Born

Ruffians put on a solid performance
that shows a band maturing with
each passing song they play,
something witnessed at Starlight
last Thursday night.

The ‘authentic’ concert-going experience
truly are.
Want to know the differences between different genres?

EDM

Rave culture has completely come
back but, instead of being kept to
warehouses with everyone wearing pacifiers around their necks, has
now gone mainstream. It is pretty
common to go to an EDM concert
with friends on any given weekend.
One of the biggest challenges
with EDM concerts is that the DJs
are responsible for hyping up the
crowd.
The music sounds the exact same
live as it does when listening to it at
home. Due to this, EDM concerts
are marketed as large parties—you
go to EDM concerts more for the atmosphere than the music.
Most EDM DJs will try to hype
the crowd up by playing original
beats they’ve created on the spot or
use elaborate set-ups to entertain

CRISTINA ALMUDEVAR
ARTS EDITOR

This may come as a shock, but I’ve
been to many concerts.
I’ve covered a wide variety of
genres—from rap to heavy metal.
Fundamentally, the idea of a concert
is always the same.
It’s a gathering of a large number of people who crowd around
a stage to see their favourite artist
perform songs and interact with the
audience.
The thought that differing concert genres are, for a lack of a better term, different than other concert genres seems obvious but it is
shocking to see how different they

guests. At Tom Swoon’s show at
Beta on Saturday Oct. 17, he put
his name in giant neon lights that
would move. He also set up the light
system to be in time with his music.
Also, prepare to see a lot of tightfitting neon.

Indie Rock

An indie rock concert is one of the
only types of concerts where people prefer to not dance and instead
awkwardly sway with the music.
One of the only instances where
this has proven not to be the case is
the Hillside festival held every year
in Guelph. No matter what genre of
music was playing, there were people right near all of the three stages
dancing.
At a normal concert, the band is
typically the most energetic people
in the venue, save for the extremely
drunk guy at the front of the stage
or the group of people who suddenly decide they should mosh at a

Weekly Specials
Pabst Attack

BIGGIE-UP
ANY DAY ANY TIME

A BURGER AND BEER
FOR $4 BUCKS!
ADD FRIES FOR $2
ADD WINGS FOR $2
Present this coupon
at time of offering
Limit 1 per person. Offer does not
include applicable taxs. Not valid
if reproduced, sold or transfered.

$4.50/ tall can
Monday & Wednesday- all day
Friday & Saturday Before 11pm

$10 Pitchers

Thursday before 11pm

Dirty Burger Days

$2 Burgers and Wings $5.50/lb
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday

#01

like us on
@chainsawlovers

$2 Buck Tuesdays
Sawdust and Beer at 28 King St N, Uptown Waterloo . 519-954-8660

Hollerado concert.
Indie concerts are harder to categorize as some bands stray more
towards the avant-garde side of
indie rock than others. At Canadian Music Week, artist Ginger and
the Ghost decorated the stage like
a mystical forest with furry white
blankets and leaves. Other artists, such as The Dodos, will leave
the stage plain and instead use the
space to jump around in.

Rap

Rap concerts are similar to EDM in
that the atmosphere is more reminiscent to a party than what we
imagine the typical concert to be.
People are encouraged to dance and
sing along with the music as much
as possible.
While the difference in quality
between the recorded version and
the live version has always been obvious, rap is one of the few genres
where the artist is truly exposed.

If the rapper has no sense of
rhythm, breath control or style, it
becomes painfully clear. You can auto-tune your voice, but you cannot
auto-tune talent.

Heavy Metal

Heavy metal concerts are typically
viewed as an intimidating sort of
concert to attend but this is not the
case.
As long as you don’t find yourself
in the mosh pit by accident, you’ll be
fine.
Much like any concert, dancing
is encouraged. Other than an EDM
concert, I’ve never seen so much
dancing at a concert. Unlike other concerts, this dancing is a little
violent.
Once your ears adjust to the extremely heavy sound, or smarten up
about it and buy earplugs, the music stops being noise and you hear
the rhythm in the madness. If you’re
lucky, you may hear a lyric or two.
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The Weeknd
hits his mark
scott glaysher
staff writer

Jody waardenburg Lead photographer

British Fancy a delight
Kaylee grootjen
copy editing manager

The Wilfrid Laurier Wind Orchestra played their first concert of the
year to a full house this past Saturday at the Maureen Forrester Recital
Hall. While classical music could
be sometimes stereotyped as being dull, the WLU Wind Orchestra’s
performance was anything but.
The pieces chosen for the performance and the instruments used in
the performance are carefully crafted by conductor Dr. Jessica Kun to
create a unique and exciting concert.
“We have four concerts a year, every year. Sometimes there’s an overlying theme for all four and sometimes they just each have their own
theme but each concert has a theme
or a purpose, so she picks the music
accordingly,” explained Dave Patterson, a third-year music student at
WLU and section leader in the WLU
Wind Orchestra.
The theme for Saturday’s performance was British Fancies
and focused on pieces by British
composers.

“This last concert was composers
that wrote some really great stuff all
with a commonality. We often look
for that,” said Patterson about the
choice of a British Fancies theme.
“So, it’s easy when you have all
those composers who have written
this great music from one place.”
Despite being students, the performance of the orchestra is a far
cry from the concerts heard in high
school.
“We’ve been doing a lot of really
hard music. We’ve been thrown music that the best professional wind
orchestras in the world are playing,”
said Patterson.
Not only does the WLU Wind Orchestra present a unique and complex arrangement of pieces in their
performance, they also include a
wide array of instruments, such as
an air horn and harps.
However, the WLU Winds Orchestra did not always have such a
strong performance.
“There was sort of a stigma with
the group about five years ago, when
I first got here and when our conductor [Kun] first got here. It was

sounding like a band, like a high
school band,” explained Spencer.
“So [Kun] wanted to change it and
re-vamp it like an orchestra ... bring
a better repertoire and through that
we’ve all become better players.”
“This was the first year, in the
first concert, it actually sounded super tight: our intonation was really
good, our first years are incredible.”
explained Spencer.
“Even Dr. Kun said that was the
strongest first concert she’s ever
seen here, which is a good sign of
what we can do later in the year,”
agreed Patterson.
With the success of their first performance behind them, the WLU
Wind Orchestra is already preparing
for their second concert of the year.
“The whole concept is pulsation,”
said Spencer on the theme of their
next performance. “There’s a lot of
this really colourful music.”
Going forward, the WLU Wind
Orchestra hopes to improve student
awareness of the events available.
The Wind Orchestra’s next performance is scheduled for Saturday,
November 23 at 8:00 p.m.

In a short two or three years, Abel
Tesfaye, better known as The Weeknd, has seen a rise to R&B fame that
seems to be more unorthodox, organic and accidental with each turn
he takes.
From his mysterious trilogy of
mixtapes, which were first launched
in March of 2011, all the way to his
recent full studio release, Kiss Land,
The Weeknd has been through a
unique and captivating journey
that’s seen him grow from being an
unknown vocal vandal to progressively selling out larger venues in his
own hometown of Toronto.
This past Sunday, The Weeknd
sold out Toronto’s Sony Centre for
Performing Arts for a second consecutive night.
He was scheduled for three nights
at Toronto’s Massey Hall, on Oct. 17,
19 and 20. Due to inadequate technical resources after the first night,
he made the executive decision to
re-locate to a different venue that
could accommodate his elaborate
Kiss Land set structure.
“From Mod Club, to Sound Academy, to Massey Hall and now The
Sony Centre,” said The Weeknd,
clearly hinting at the fact that not
many young progressive R&B artists have been selling out venues
consistently.
He also made it clear that his love
for Toronto is the reason for his success. Even though his new album
Kiss Land isn’t as sonically strong as
his mixtape trilogy, The Weeknd visibly campaigns for his new L.P. no
matter what.
By the time he took the stage, The

Weeknd looked completely cool and
collected for someone about to perform in front of 3,000+ screaming
fans. The stage set up reflected his
dark music and persona to a tee.
On stage, The Weeknd was alone
with just a mic, two guitarists and
a drummer in the background. The
biggest and flashiest part of his set
were the several grandiose video
screens splashed with neon Chinatown signage, Japanese commercial-inspired interludes and anime
motifs which seems to be where
his current cultural interests have
strayed.
As soon as he let loose on his
opening track, it was clear that he
has stepped up his stage presence.
It is a huge change from his initial
stage efforts back in 2011 where he
seemed nervous and uneasy alone
in the spotlight.
His 80 minute set started with a
few cuts off Kiss Land but the real engagement wasn’t in full effect until
he promised the crowd “we’re gunna
play the classics tonight Toronto.”
As soon as this was said, the crowd,
whether young, old, hipster or gangster immediately lost their minds.
Songs like “The Morning,” “The
Party & The After Party” and “High
For This” were all faithful renditions
that had the crowd basically yelling
the words back to him at full force.
All in all, The Weeknd gave a
tight, seductive and professional
performance. He closed things out
with his most emotional track entitled “Wicked Games” that he dedicated to the city he “never left for 21
years.” It was easy to see that everyone went home satisfied from The
Weeknd’s captivating and dark craft.
Not bad for a kid from
Scarborough.
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CLASSIFIEDS
DearLIFE
Dear Life is your opportunity to write a
letter to your life, allowing you to vent
your anger with life’s little frustrations in
a completely public forum.
All submissions to Dear Life are anonymous, should be no longer than 100
words and must be addressed to your life.
Submissions can be sent to dearlife@
thecord.ca no later than Monday at noon
each week.

Advertising Manager
Angela Endicott
angela.taylor@wlusp.com

Dear Life,
Sometimes, when I microwave my
homemade spaghetti in the Dining
Hall, I let the smell waft over The Wall
to the folks who live without good
home cooking.
Sincerely,
ich bin ein Bolognese

Volunteer

Dear Life,
What is with all these lady bugs
around KW? And since when do lady
bugs bite people?
Sincerely,
Why don’t humans have mating
seasons

Volunteer Holiday Gift Wrapping Positions
@Conestoga Mall are now open
Dec 1-24. Training takes place in
November. Please visit www.
eww.ivolunteer.com or call Jennifer
@ 519-745-2112. In support of Epilepsy Waterloo- Wellington.

Dear Library,
It is getting cold out now … how about
we turn the temperature up a bit.
Thanks
Sincerely,
Frozen

Flu shot clinic

Dear Life,
I just read through four weeks of ”Dear
Life” from last year, and had some
great laughs. Y’all are great people.
Sincerely,
I love our school
Dear Dead Weight
Why do you have to block the elevator
button in the Alvin Woods Building?
When I say ”excuse me” I mean move.
Have your conversations in front of a
display case next time.
Sincerely,
Your Neglected Manners.

WLU Health Services is hosting 5
clinics right on campus for all students, faculty and staff.
They will be held in the Student
Health and Development Centre
on Monday Nov 4, Tuesday Nov
5, Wednesday Nov 13, Thursday
Nov 14 and Friday Nov 22 from
11-4. Students may also go to
Health Services and get a flu shot.
For more information please
check Health Services web site
(http://waterloo.mylaurier.ca/
health/info/home.htm). Getting
the flu shot just got easier.

@cordnews
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Canada awaits Harper’s input
on UN recommendation
Aboriginal rights and treatment have long been issues in Canadian society. Recently, however, the issue
has received new levels of attention and the plight of
Canada’s Aboriginal peoples, typically a national issue,
has been taken to the international stage via the United
Nations.
James Anaya, the UN Special Rapporteur on the
rights of indigenous peoples, is arguing that certain
crimes against Aboriginal Canadians amount to genocide as per the Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide. He claims land and
natural resource disputes have gone unresolved and referred to the situation as a crisis.
This is a new and more internationally visible way of
addressing a long-standing division in Canadian society. Additionally, the move aims to challenge our national narrative.
It is especially interesting because of the strained relationship between the United Nations and the Harper
government. It’s either a good way to get the government’s attention and galvanize international support,
or it could make the issue even more divisive.
Harper could treat the UN recommendation with irreverence because of it being a UN recommendation,
or he could succumb to international pressure. It is always a risk to go over the head of the government. It is
a sign that the Aboriginal community has given up on
a purely domestic solution and does not trust that they
can come to an amicable agreement with the Harper
government.
The conditions of many reserves are deplorable and
bureaucracy gets in the way of progress in relations between aboriginal groups and different levels of government. Though, identifying the problem has never been
the issue for the government or Aboriginals so perhaps
a new strategy towards reaching reconciliatory solutions is what is necessary.
If anything, the UN involvement may prioritize Aboriginal relations for the Harper government and reestablish some dialogue and trust between the two
parties. All parties involved are working towards the
same ends, and this could be the much-needed push
for agreeing on a mutually beneficial means of getting
there.
-The Cord Editorial Board

Kate turner visual director

All-consuming competition

School should take note of
baseball team’s redemption
The Laurier men’s baseball team won their first-ever
Ontario University Athletics (OUA) championship
with a win over the Brock Badgers on Sunday night. It’s
been a long road back for the team, who went through a
controversial time last year.
Men’s baseball was involved in a hazing incident at
a rookie party and the university proceeded to suspend
the team for four games. Following the lift of the suspension and a promise to “do good” in the community,
the team filed an appeal to the university and athletics
department at the end of the season. The appeal was
eventually retracted at the beginning of 2013.
With a strong performance this year, all previous
transgressions are in the past and it has become a truly
inspiring story of perseverance. To not only come back
the following season and boast a 14-8 regular season
record, but to also give the school its best-ever result is
a testament to the resilience of the team.
It sends a great message to other teams having disappointing years that anything can happen and hard
work does pay off.
Once a new year starts, the one previous does not
matter if you don’t want it to. People make mistakes
but life goes on and there is always room for second
chances, redemption and personal growth.
Students should take note that failure in one instance does not dictate who you are or what your future
holds. As long as you learn and make a conscious effort to improve, forward progress is always possible.
-The Cord Editorial Board

These unsigned editorials are based off informal discussions
and then agreed upon by the majority of The Cord’s editorial
board, including the Editor-in-Chief and Opinion Editor. The
arguments made may reference any facts that have been made
available through interviews, documents or other sources. The
views presented do not necessarily reflect those of The Cord’s
volunteers, staff or WLUSP.
The Cord is published by
Wilfrid Laurier University Student Publications.
Contact Allison Leonard, WLUSP President and Publisher
75 University Ave.W, Waterloo ON N2L 3C5

If we can’t escape it in the
educational system, there
really is no safe haven.
DANI SAAD
OPINION EDITOR

In the classroom or lecture hall, competition among students touches every
part of the educational experience. We
compete for the best marks, the most
attention and the most recognition.
Outside of the classroom, in our everyday lives as students, we compete for
friends, course selection, study space,
government funding and hope to be the
one telling the coolest stories.
So, naturally we get exhausted of the
competitive nature of our every-day
lives. If we can’t escape it in the educational system, there really is no safe
haven.
Besides, perhaps, government funding where we all lie to make ourselves
poor, homeless orphans, competition is
not inherent to the system. It is a part of
human nature that we have introduced
into the system as an external factor.
However, at some point along the line,
it has become institutionalized. Now it
is perceived as the norm. Competition is
treated as a healthy motivator, as preparation for the real-world. I think at this
point I can say with confidence that I’ve
had a few glimpses of the real world and
nothing we compete for around here is
going to prepare us for it. Not that it’s
scary or impossible – just different.
Let’s move past the notion that competing in kindergarten all the way
through our undergrad is healthy, much
less a preparative tool. Nobody outside
of your own head cares about that time
you got the highest mark on a paper or
beat your former BFF on a quiz. These
moments are good for confidence, but
that’s about it.
Like all things constructed, we have
the power to change the competitive atmosphere, much like we had the power
to create it. Friendly competition for

marks or test scores between roommates is fine and probably even a good
motivator for success — if success by
measure of marks is important to you.
Somehow though, we have lost sight of
the fact that we are competing for nothing and hurting ourselves while doing
so.
Educators have realized we love being
treated like zoo animals, doing tricks for
treats. They encourage us to be the best
and the smartest and get the highest
marks all the while being nice and compassionate. The two streams of thought
really can’t co-exist.
We will travel across the planet to
help children in need build schools and
further their education, but we shy away
from study groups, comparing notes,
and sharing knowledge, because we
have this twisted notion that it will put
us at a disadvantage. Well you better
not build any schools overseas because
those students could one day take your
job. Sounds a tad insane, right?
I’ve got two secrets for you – your
knowledge is available in the library and
on the internet so don’t fret over sharing,
and do humanity a favour and support
the evolution of our species by making
other people more knowledgeable.
There is no prize for beating everyone
else even though we are wired to think
there is. Yes, students need high marks
to get good jobs or go to grad school or
die happy or whatever but that is on the
individual. We could all do better, academically, socially and otherwise if we
worked as a collective rather than the

cold-hearted, high-achieving, resumebuilding sociopaths the system has
turned us into.
Study groups and editable online
documents are a start but are just a microcosm of what could be. For instance,
what is the harm in sharing lecture
notes? I know, “I sat in lecture all semester on no sleep and this guy thinks he
can just ask for them after slacking off?
I don’t think so!” This prevailing notion
in society that we all have to suffer lacks
logic, at least to me. If I share lecture
notes with someone what is it exactly I
lose?
It’s like driving to a cottage and hitting
traffic, but instead of letting your friend
know, you make them drive through the
same route just on principle because
you want to get there first. Getting to
the cottage first is about as arbitrary as
keeping your lecture notes to yourself.
Sure, they won’t get to take in the
sights (or learn how to take good notes)
but that is on them. Sure, you worked
hard and were dedicated and deserve
to do well, but working together with
someone won’t make that any less
possible.
Maybe lazy people just piss you off,
which is perfectly understandable. But if
we all worked together to achieve greatness in the education system, not just in
marks but in general decency as well, I
would like to think it would carry over to
our social lives and futures more generally. There is something to be said for
being successful, but doing it the right
way.
Jobs are not going to penalize you for
getting high marks along with other students. Law school is not going to reject
you because too many students in your
graduating class did well or you helped
out some hopeless slob one time with
some lecture notes. Good grades are a
small part of what makes you successful.
Knowledge is for everyone and no indictor of intelligence (unless you know
nothing which wouldn’t be very smart).
We all need help along the way but
someone’s got to be willing to give it.
And we can compete in the real world
when we are in the real world but until
then let’s just worry about getting there.
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Social media: we’re doing it wrong
Leah Dejong
OPINION COLUMNIST

A helicopter landed on Alumni field
at Wilfrid Laurier University and
I had the privilege of prime seating from the third floor science
building.
As you’d expect, a crowd of students burst outside to watch the
unusual event with phones in hand
nearly every person was taking video and photos.
Once the helicopter landed, those
phones became tools to call friends
and tell them news, to upload footage to Facebook or post a picture to
Twitter.
It was pretty cool after all, how
often does a helicopter land right in
front of you?
In fact I personally lamented in
the inability of my cheap Stone Age
cell phone to take photos.
Fortunately for everyone else this
wasn’t a problem. I’d guess most
of the people crowding outside
watched the helicopter land through
a screen than with their eyes.
The helicopter landed, people got
out, everyone stood around for a
while and eventually dissipated with
only a handful left to watch take-off.
Only a handful who wanted to know
what was going on. Only a handful who cared about more than ‘how
cool the helicopter was.’
Because that’s what social media
is about isn’t it? Finding the coolest thing. Saying the funniest thing.
Having the most bizarre or awesome
story.
The story behind the story need
not apply because it’s not snappy in
140 characters.
There is good in social media, it
holds a valuable place in society. It
lifts our moods with its laughter and

LENA YANG GRAPHICS EDITOR

Social media is designed to keep us in touch, but instead can leave us feeling very much alone.

keeps us linked to things we might
be interested in. But any good thing
has its dark side. Alcohol can be
drunk lightly with friends or straight
into oblivion.
And too often we abuse social
media, our drink of choice.
It’s not about what you’re drinking, it’s why you’re drinking it: good
times or as an avoidance technique.
It’s not about what you’re posting

but instead why you’re posting it.
Post the cool helicopter picture if
you’re really into helicopters and
you want to inspire someone else.
Post the helicopter picture if you
want someone to know the story
behind the helicopter. Post the helicopter picture if you’re genuinely
trying to spread the awesome.
The problem is that we don’t always post for those reasons. We

put pictures and video and words
out into the world, not for their actual content, but for what they say
underneath. Our posts secretly cry,
“Would someone please acknowledge my existence?”
Would someone please remind
me that something I say matters?
Would someone please note that
we’ve connected? That I’m not alone
in the world? We all do it. We all feel

it. The world is big, the universe is
bigger and life can stare us down
menacingly. So we reach out in any
way we can.
Every ‘like’ and every comment
becomes an affirmation, an acknowledgement. “We know you exist. You’re not alone. We love you.
We are here too. We share emotions
and moments in time and no matter how blankly life stares you’ll still
matter to us.”
That’s important to hear. We
don’t hear it enough and it’s inherently true. But in this broken world
we learn to cling to what we get.
We start to worry that it will go
away, that we’ll lose our connection,
that we just won’t be funny enough
or insightful enough or have interesting enough opinions.
So we scramble. We scramble for
whatever we can find that might
make even one person acknowledge
our existence, just one connection.
It’s not about what you’re posting
it’s about why you’re posting it.
If I post a picture of my lunch
maybe someone will say how yummy it looks. If I complain about that
awful cashier maybe someone else
will say that they’ve been there too.
If I post a picture of a cool helicopter maybe someone will tell me how
they wish they could have seen it.
In our scramble to feel acknowledged we fail to put out content
that’s actually worth acknowledging. Then, when our ‘like’ ratio isn’t where we want it to be, we
feel alone. We feel connectionless,
‘alone in an endless void’ with noone who understands.
That feeling scares us. So we go
out and find something else to post,
something else that might reassure
us of our connection with humanity.
And so continues the cycle.
Facebook, Twitter and all the others sites with their good and bad
sides can be an addiction like any
other. We have to realize that like
any other addiction, as much as we
can abuse them, they’re certainly
not above abusing us.

Animals deserve better
cate racher
OPINION COLUMNIST

Ever since starting, and admittedly
finishing, at the Burlington Humane
Society (BHS) as a volunteer, I have
not been able to shake thoughts
of animal cruelty out of my head.
And what better to write about than
things that won’t leave your subconscious no matter how hard you try.
Animal cruelty is defined as inflicting suffering, physical and mental pain, or death upon an animal;
cruelty that goes beyond being strict
when training them and can goes as
far as withholding food or torturing
the animal to the point of severe injury or death.
Animal cruelty comes in many
different forms, such as dog fighting, animal testing, or simply not
paying attention to the animal.
Working at the BHS gave me a lot
of insight into animal cruelty, and
while I was already firmly against it,
the experiences that I had there only
helped to fuel the fire.
In my first few weeks of working there, a very old cat was brought
to the humane society by its owner, claiming they were moving so
they could not keep the cat. Within
days, we found out from the vet that

the cat was cancer ridden; you can
imagine the first thing that came to
mind upon this discovery. 		
We ended up finding a comfortable foster home for the cat to live in
during the final stages of her life, but
it was still incredibly heart wrenching to see her sitting by the window
during her roaming time, wondering
if her people would come back. Not
even a month after that, some kittens were brought to the shelter that
were malnourished and sick. One
kitten wouldn’t even let us help him,
and we had to make the unfortunate
decision to put him to sleep.
One of the cats that I adopted
from the shelter, who is now happy
and healthy, was rescued from a
home where she was one of 19 cats,
all of whom were found to be starving and not properly looked after.
Domestic animal abuse isn’t the
only form of cruelty we find in today’s society. Perhaps the most
well-known case of animal cruelty is testing products on animals.
Makeup, shampoo, hair spray - anything is tested on animals to make
sure it is safe for humans to use.
Big companies force these poor
creatures into small little cages to
test things for our benefit. They
don’t care about the conditions
these animals live in or how the
products affect their health so long
as they can meet the expectations of
the company executives
Animal cruelty also happens in
your local pet store. A few years ago,
I did a speech about animal cruelty

for English class, and while I was
doing research I found some pictures of what happens to the sick,
small pets at PetSmart. 		
What I found was shocking: pictures of the small animals from
PetSmart that had stomach lumps,
visible growths in their chest cavities, and random bleeding. These
small, innocent little animals are
being treated as if they’re disposable
and that is wrong. Animals, no matter the size, are not disposable.
But the worst case of animal cruelty? Shelters that kill animals that
come into their care. Thankfully, the
shelter that I work at is a no-kill animal shelter. But there are many out
there that do kill the animals, even
if they are not sick beyond a cure, or
injured beyond recovery.
There are some shelters that only
keep the animals for a year before
they send them on that last, lonely
walk to the killing room. These animals have had a hard enough life as
it is, and now they are being killed
because they wandered away from
or were kicked out of their homes?
Animals deserve better than
that. Every animal, no matter their
size, shape, or level of cuteness, deserves respect and kindness. No
animal deserves to be tossed into
the streets, forced to be alone and to
compete with wild animals for food.
No animal deserves to be tested on
and not given a choice.
No animal deserves to get sick
because they are housed in unfavourable conditions. Yes, I realize

HEATHER DAVIDSON PHOTOGRAPHY MANAGER

that sometimes we can’t help it if
an animals has to die because it’s
sick or suffering too much. But that
doesn’t mean an animal has to be
killed because a human decides they
aren’t worth saving.
The main problem revolves
around human action. It’s the owners who don’t give the animals

enough attention, the companies
who would rather test their harmful
products on animals than on synthetic skin and the pet stores who
simply don’t care what happens to
the animal as long as they make
money.
It’s people who are the monsters,
not the animals.
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The Laurier Golden Hawks lost to the Western Mustangs 47-10 Friday night at University Stadium.

Winless season for rugby
Men’s rugby finishes 0-6-1 and do not make OUA playoffs
BRAD BOWEN
STAFF WRITER

It was an unfortunate match under
the bright lights of University Stadium for the Wilfrid Laurier Golden
Hawks men’s rugby on Friday night,
as the playoff-bound Western Mustangs did the honour of handing the
Hawks their first winless season in
four years in a 47-10 defeat.
“It’s always tough wrapping up
a season this way,” said head coach
Rob McQueen.
“If the season had another month,
I believe we would be playoff contenders. We have began to click as a
group and have found chemistry as
of late and it was evident in tonight’s
game.”
The purple and gold put forth a
commendable effort against the
Mustangs on the field Friday, as they
managed to make a first half comeback against Western to turn a 16-0
deficit into a 16-10 game going into
the end of the first half.
“We played a solid effort overall I
thought,” said fourth-year fullback
Brenden Gilbert.
“It was a good team effort, we
played well in the first half.”

The Golden Hawks’ tries came
courtesy of Brandon Kostysk, who
hammered home the first try, followed shortly by Tomas Laraouche,
who used a dazzling to juke to dance
by a pair of Mustang defenders for
the easy score.
“We gave Western a run for their
money and took positive steps in
the first half, unfortunately the gap
widened in the second half, but I’m
happy with the effort tonight,” said
McQueen on the admirable effort
mustered by the Hawk squad.
Western took over in the second
half of the season finale thanks to
strong play from players like Picton,
Ont. native Demetris Christopher
who had three tries in the contest
and added a pair in the second half
to power the Mustangs second half
barrage.
“We kept it close but we were just
out-hustled by a more experienced
team with older players,” added
Gilbert.
“We kept it tight for the most part
of the match, but we weren’t able to
hold on in the second half.”
The injury-riddled Golden Hawks
look forward to the offseason as a
chance to get healthy, and according

to McQueen, an opportunity to get
stronger.
“We have a new strength and
conditioning coordinator and program for the offseason, and we hope
to add some size and skill to some
of our younger players,” explained
McQueen.
“We have a young squad who got
good game-time action due to injuries this season, this experience and
off-season conditioning will help
our younger players improve.”
The purple and gold catch a break
this year, with only three players
leaving the team due to graduation. A handful of fourth-year players have decided to stick around for
their fifth and final campaign, including Gilbert, who sees promise
in the next season.
“Only three players are graduating this year, which is a positive factor,” said Gilbert.
“We have a great young core of
players coming up, combined with
a lot of returning players, it should
make for a bright season.”
The Golden Hawks will hold their
heads up high as they look to gain
a playoff berth next season for the
first time since 2009.
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“Bats have been coming around,
defence has been playing well [and]
pitching has been unbelievable for
us,” he said. “Just to be able to piece
it all together at this time of the
year, finally, as a senior and these
other guys here ... to piece it together with these guys, it’s absolutely
unbelievable.”
After the controversy surrounding
a potential hazing incident with the
team last year, which garnered national attention in mid-September,
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the Hawks turned their entire program around.
“After everything we’ve been
through, this is the closest group
I’ve ever been a part of,” Filion said.
“This is the closest we’ve been. We
just won a championship. We just
won a championship,” laughed fifthyear outfielder Daniel Murphy.
Murphy was named the championship MVP, finishing the tournament with a .467 batting average
and going 3-for-5 in the final. He
scored two runs in the game against

the Badgers, including the gamewinning run.
He was also named the Laurier
male athlete of the week.
Murphy’s the only member of the
team that was around in 2009 when
the Hawks made it to the OUA final,
where Laurier lost in a series against
the Western Mustangs.
“Dan Murphy had a fantastic
weekend, especially today, three
hits in both games,” Ballantyne
said. “He’s a fifth year guy ... and
he’s been a great guy for us all year.

Daniel Murphy
#21
Lots of leadership from him and I
couldn’t be happier for him.”
The Hawks also made an early
addition to the squad, adding MLB
draft picks Clarke and Jeff Hunt.
Their experience was invaluable
throughout the season and specifically during the OUA championship
tournament.
“Their experience has been huge
for our guys,” Ballantyne said.
“Jeff, working with a lot of our position players to use his experience, and anytime you can bring in

Brantford Homecoming spoiled
Men’s hockey opens season with 4-2 loss to Windsor Lancers at Homecoming
JOSH PETERS
CORD SPORTS

The Wilfrid Laurier Golden Hawks
men’s hockey team opened their
season Saturday afternoon against
the Windsor Lancers, in front of an
enthusiastic crowd during Homecoming at the Laurier Brantford
campus. The Hawks did not walk
away with the win, dropping a 4-2
decision, but they are a confident
team loaded with a ton of new talent
this year.
The atmosphere was electric
when the game started with the
Golden Hawks were feeding off the
energy of the crowd. They opened
the scoring in the first with an impressive drive to the net by Peter
MacIntosh.
Captain Tyler Stothers reinforced
the importance of the crowd at the
beginning of the game.
“It was actually great … they were
making life miserable for the [opposing] bench and anyone who took
a penalty and gave us an extra push,”
he said.
Unfortunately, the Hawks were
not able to maintain that pressure
for the full 60 minutes, as the Lancers got right back into it and the
team’s traded goals until it was 2-2
going into the final period of play.
Coach Greg Puhalski attributed
this fall in performance in the second period to preparation and the
mental aspect of the game.
“A lot of it starts in practice, being
able to transfer it to a game and not
overthink the game, I think that’s
what happens … you’re overthinking and not focusing on the simple
things that make you effective,” Puhalski said.
The Lancer’s then scored a shorthanded goal when the puck got
stuck on the wet ice, causing a brutal
turnover.
This bad break at the beginning of
the third period ended up being the
difference as the Lancers added one
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“It’s our attention to detail that makes us a good
team.”

—Greg Puhalski, men’s hockey head
coach
more just under eight minutes later
and took the game 4-2.
“After that you kind of have to
turn the page and get your focus
back and get right back out there

and make up for it because stuff like
that is going to happen and you can’t
let it deter from your game plan,”
Stothers said.
The Golden Hawks are a tough,
hard-nosed team this year according to Stothers, and they need to focus on execution and raising their
competitive level in all aspects of
their game.
While the opener did not end the
way the Golden Hawks may have
wanted, it is no accurate representation of the direction of the team this
year.
The combination of a good group
worth ethic and a large amount of
new incoming players makes them a
force in the Ontario University Athletics (OUA) conference.
The Hawks roster includes 12
rookies this season.

Stothers praised his incoming
teammates saying, “These guys that
we brought in, they’re good. They
are a real good group of guys both
on the ice and off the ice so I don’t
think there is going to be too much
of a transition period.”
During the next couple of weeks,
the Golden Hawks will look to
bounce back against the Lakehead
Thunderwolves, and then face a
tough task asking the Western Mustangs on the eve of Halloween.
When asked what the Hawks
could improve on moving forward,
Puhalski stressed the importance of
hard work.
“It’s our attention to detail that
makes us a good team, it starts with
practice and we need to consistently
be there on a daily basis and build
good habits,” he said.

a left-handed pitcher to close two
games in one day, and three straight
strikeouts in that one, it’s a big plus
for us.”
So now, with an OUA banner finally at Laurier, the suspension from
2012 behind them and the OUA/
OCAA championships coming up
this weekend in St. Catharines, the
Hawks have been through it all.
And how do the Hawks describe
themselves?
“One family,” the team collectively
said.
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Jessica Craig puts a shot past McMaster goalkeeper Brittany Duffey during Sunday’s 3-1 win. Laurier gets the first-round bye and will wait to find out their opponent.

Season finishes with 3-1 victory
DREW YATES
STAFF WRITER

The Wilfrid Laurier women’s soccer
team kicked off their final game of
the regular season when they hosted
the McMaster Marauders at University Stadium on Sunday afternoon.
The game began with many turns
in possession, but the superior
passing skills of Laurier prevailed.
Amanda Mithrush delivered a striking pass up middle field and off
a deflection, striker Emily Brown
made no mistake in the 16th minute
to get Laurier on the board first.
The Hawks continued their strong
play and dominated the first half,
tallying a second goal when Jessica
Craig raced up left field after a pass
from Brown to kick it past the Marauders goalkeeper coming into the
end of the first half.

“I wanted to try my best to maybe
try and score again, it gave me motivation to go harder, I wanted to get
the ball a lot more,” Craig said when
asked about what was going through
her mind after she scored that goal.
She gained a kind of spark that
carried her through the rest of the
game, motivating her to give her all
coming into the second half.
The Hawks succeeded in carrying their momentum when Craig
managed a cross pass to Brown who
touched twine in the 52nd minute
for her second goal of the game to
take a 3-0 lead.
Brown’s two goals in the game
gives her 18 goals in 16 games during the regular season. She captured
the Ontario University Athletics
(OUA) scoring title.
The Marauders scored their lone
goal at the end of the game to make

it 3-1, but that was not enough
as Laurier improved their overall record to 9-3-4 to round out the
season.
“I thought we connected passes
well, we created enough chances,
our finishing was exceptional, the
three goals were all excellent goals,”
head coach Barry MacLean said following the match.
The Hawks were able to set up all
three goals with strong passing ability throughout the game to maintain
their lead.
When talking about performance,
Craig took pride in the teamwork
demonstrated throughout the game
by her comrades.
“I think we really played as a
team, sometimes we get a little lost,
we panic a lot, often in games, and
that’s what Barry [MacLean] has
told us too. We need to relax, and

calm down. Move the ball around,”
she said.
When they are able to gain control, they maintain their focus,
which is a huge factor when it comes
to pursuing success.
Despite having a busy schedule
trying to balance school with sports,
MacLean believes that “the girls
have got a goal that they want to
achieve and that helps with [focus].”
“As long as everyone shows up,
everyone gives it their 100 per cent
then I think we should do really
good. We’ve been doing really good
so far, so I think we’ll succeed,” Craig
agreed.
Laurier finishes the OUA regular
season in second place in the West
division and will start their playoff
run on Sunday at 1 p.m. at home, in
which their opponent is still to be
determined.

“We need to relax, and
calm down. Move the
ball around.”

—Jessica Craig, midfielder for Laurier

Golden Hawks prepare for Gryphons
WESLEY TAYLOR
STAFF WRITER

The Wilfrid Laurier Golden Hawks
men’s soccer team needed a win
against the No. 5 nationally ranked
McMaster Marauders on Sunday
afternoon to secure home-field advantage in the first round of the Ontario University Athletics (OUA)
playoffs.
Despite the Marauders benching
a handful of their starters in preparation for the playoffs, the Hawks
struggled to capitalize on pointblank opportunities and the match
finished as a scoreless draw at University Stadium.
“[McMaster] was a far cry from
their top-calibre lineup,” said head
coach Mario Halapir. “We should
have taken three points.”
As a result, Laurier lost homefield advantage with the draw and
will travel to Guelph to play the No.
6 Gryphons on Oct. 23rd.
The Hawks finish sixth in the
OUA West division with a 6-4-6 record heading into the post-season.
McMaster goalkeeper Kieran DoyleDavis parried seven shots on goal
and rescued the Marauders from
several defensive collapses as the
Hawks’ offense proved tenacious
throughout the second half.
The shutout was the Marauder’s
sixth consecutive and ninth of the
2013 campaign.
McMaster finishes the season
second in the OUA West division
with an 11-2-3 record and will automatically advance to the semifinals
against the highest remaining seed
in the West.
The semifinal is scheduled for
Oct. 26th at Ron Joyce Stadium in

Hamilton, Ont.
Adrian Bucksam — the Hawks’
powerful striker — missed the first
third of the match due to a family engagement and struck several
point-blank shots directly into the
chest of Doyle-Davis. Bucksam,
midfielder Donald Chmura and
striker Sandro Stojakovic collectively dominated possession and set
piece opportunities in the attacking
third of the pitch.
“[Bucksam] positioned himself
effectively but lacked the composure
and finish,” said Halapir. “He could
have netted two goals.”
“Chmura battled throughout the game and had a strong
performance.”
Chmura, the fourth-year midfielder, seemingly roamed the entire
pitch battling for possession and
distributing the ball amongst his
teammates.
Midfielder Jordan Kotsopoulos
received a yellow card in the thirtythird minute and was immediately
substituted. The substitution was
presumably to avoid further booking
and impact his post-season availability against Guelph.
Goalkeeper Brett Harrington
made his 12th start of the season
and preserved Laurier’s seventh
shutout of the season.
Harrington made crucial saves on
McMaster’s counterattacks and he
provided ‘in game’ leadership for the
Hawks.
The Hawks competed against the
Gryphons twice throughout the regular season and hope to improve on
their 0-1-1 record.
Kick off is scheduled for 8:15 p.m.
on Oct. 23 at the Guelph Gryphon
Soccer Complex in Guelph, Ont.

Record: 6-4-6
6th place in OUA
1 goal in two meetings
versus Guelph
4 shots in two meetings versus Guelph

Record: 8-3-5
4th place in OUA
3 goals in two meetings
versus Laurier
17 shots in two meetings versus Laurier
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Laurier will play the Guelph Gryphons on Wednesday in Guelph.

